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Adamson, Alfred 

Private 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment  

Royal Canadian Infantry Corps 

B/147699 

 

 

 

 

Alfred Adamson was born 29 July 1908 at 

Dundee, Scotland.  His parents David 

Adamson and Elizabeth Duffus were married 

at Dundee in 1898.  The Presbyterian couple 

had two children: Alice and Alfred.  David died 

in 1909 age 40 and Alice died the next year 

as a young child. 

Elizabeth and 

Alfred 
emigrated 

from Scotland 

to Canada in 
1920, settling 

in Toronto, 
Ontario (ON) where Elizabeth found work.  

Alfred was active with the YMCA (Young 
Men’s Christian Association) gymnastics 

program, plus played handball and 
basketball.  He was in his second year of 

High School when he quit to work full time 
age fifteen, beginning as a parceller with T. 

Eaton Company for eight months. 

King and Bay Street Toronto, ON circa 1940 
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Alfred then gained long term occupation with the National Trust Company on 
King Street in Toronto.  He progressed from an entry level clerk position to 

bookkeeping and on to handling stock and bond investment transactions.  
Alfred took up golf and was an executive with a business men’s club.  He 

provided the sole support for his mother Elizabeth starting in 1939 and had 

been with National Trust for 19 years when he decided to join the Army. 

Alfred attested 2 June 1943 at Toronto age 34.  

He was a big man at 6 feet tall, 191 lbs and 
had blue eyes.  Alfred completed his basic 

training at Brantford, ON and was sent to 

Camp Borden, ON for advanced infantry 
training 3 September 1943.  He became 

exceptionally skilled with the 6 pounder anti-
tank (A/T) gun and was employed as an 

instructor at the Meaford Armoured Fighting 

Vehicle Range for ten months. 

Canadians soldiers with 6 pounder A/T gun WW2  

Alfred was interviewed at 

Borden 30 August 1944 
with the Army Examiner 

remarking about him: “He 
has a pleasant, co-

operative manner with 

superior learning ability 
and should merit 

promotion overseas. 
Training reports show him 

a good soldier with very 

good leadership ability”. 

Alfred was cleared for 

overseas service and 
passed through Camp 

Debert, Nova Scotia that 

October.  He disembarked 
in the UK 28 November 

1944 and reported to the 
Canadian Infantry Training 

Regiment.  He was 
selected for duty as a 

replacement solider in the 
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Italian campaign, landing in Italy 7 February 1945 and was taken on 

strength by the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) 16 February 1945.   

The LER, also known as the ‘Loyal Eddies’ formed part of 2nd Brigade with 

the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) and the Seaforth 
Highlanders of Canada.  2nd Brigade and 1st Canadian Infantry Division 

(1CID) had served in the Italian campaign since summer 1943.  When Alfred 
joined them they were in the process of being redeployed to Northwest 

Europe under Operation GOLDFLAKE. 

Allied ship loaded with vehicles and supplies 

entering Marseilles, France Harbour 1945 during 

Operation GOLDFLAKE 

Alfred disembarked with his regiment at 
Marseilles, France 16 March 1945 and 

travelled in convoy with 1CID to Belgium.  
The Loyal Eddies and 2nd Brigade crossed 

the Ijssel River in the Netherlands 11 April 
1945 and supported 7th Brigade of 3rd 

Canadian Infantry Division in liberating 

Deventer, Netherlands.   

The LER then advanced toward Amersfoort 

and the Grebbe Line beyond which Allied  

offensive operations were suspended 19 

April 1945.    

The LER was based near Amersfoort, 

Netherlands on 24 April 1945.  Their task 

that day was to attack an enemy held 
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wooded area about three kilometres east of Amersfoort.  “C” Company 

swept into its position by 1130 hours and captured 11 German prisoners 

while only suffering one casualty.  Late that afternoon, “D” Company was 

moved to an area contiguous to them to have a firm battalion front.  Alfred 

was wounded and went missing that day.  It was later learned that he was 

taken prisoner by the 

Germans and operated 

on at a German 

Military Hospital in 

Hilversum, 

Netherlands for 

perforations to his 

bowel on 25 April 

1945, dying soon 

afterward age 36. 

 

                 

        Toronto Telegram May 1945 
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Private A. Adamson was temporarily 
buried at Hilversum, Netherlands and 

later relocated to Holten Canadian War 

Cemetery, grave reference IX. F. 1.                       

       

  Photo Credit lestweforget1945.com        

 

The inscription on his headstone: 

AT THE GOING DOWN 

OF THE SUN 

AND IN THE MORNING 

I WLL REMEMBER HIM 

 

 

Alfred Adamson’s campaign medals:  

- 1939-1945 Star 

- Italy Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 

- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp 

 

Toronto Star May 1945  
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Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves. 

Sources Consulted: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Library and Archives Canada 

Veteran Affairs Canada – Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

Ancestry public trees 

Newspapers.com  

Dundee, Scotland picture https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Dundee/  

Toronto, ON King and Bay Street photo 

https://torontoguardian.com/2019/04/vintage-photographs-king-street-toronto/ 

6 Pounder anti-tank WW2 picture https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordnance_QF_6-

pounder 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment cap badge picture 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/military-

history/history-heritage/official-military-history-lineages/lineages/infantry-

regiments/loyal-edmonton.html 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum 

https://www.lermuseum.org/news/72-world-war-2-remembered-loyal-edmonton-

regiment-1945-q2  

Operation GOLDFLAKE information and photo 

https://www.silverhawkauthor.com/post/operation-goldflake-i-canadian-corps-

move-from-italy-to-northwest-europe-1945 

 

 

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl     

 

mailto:info@facestograves.nl
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A 1948 letter from A. 

Suyderhoud who had 
adopted Alfred 

Adamson’s Holten 
grave was forwarded to 

his mother Elizabeth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toronto Star 1964 


