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Wilfred William ("Will”) Bowcott was born 28 July 1918 at Tillsonburg, Oxford
County, Ontario (ON). His parents George Bowcott and Ellen Brown were
’r ' : oy married in England in 1896. The

i s . Anglican couple had four surviving

" children there: Nel, Florence, James
and Edward. The Bowcotts
emigrated to Canada in 1906 and
settled at Tillsonburg, ON. George
and Ellen had five more surviving
children in Ontario: Laura, Robert,
Rose, Will and Marjorie.

The family moved to London, ON by 1921 where George was a plasterer by
trade and performed other labour. He died in 1927 age 61. Will went to
work full time age eighteen after completing one year of High School. He
found employment as a labourer with a barrel manufacturer in London and
had an ambition to become a tool and die maker. Will trained with the
Canadian Fusiliers Militia in London in 1940 and decided to go active the
next year.

Camp Borden, ON WW2

Will attested 5 March 1941 at London, ON age 22,
enlisting directly with the 15t Hussars. He was
then 5'9” tall, 144 Ibs with red hair and hazel
eyes. He joined his regiment which had been
redesignated 6 Canadian Armoured Regiment
(6CAR) at Camp Borden, ON 28 March 1941 and




was assigned to “C” Squadron. Will qualified
as Driver Class III while at Borden 28 August
» 1941 and was cleared for overseas service.

Will disembarked at Liverpool, England with
his regiment 23 November 1941 and the 1st
. Hussars were stationed at Aldershot,
England. He qualified as Driver Class II

=~ (Wheel and Track) July 1942 and Driver

= Mechanic Group “C” at the Armoured

#2. Fighting Vehicle School in the UK 27 March
1943. Will was admitted to 1 Canadian
Special Hospital for two weeks August 1943.

Will Bowcott in centre with 15t Hussars comrades

Will remained in the UK during the Allied D-
Day attack and landed in France 19 June
| 1944.

The 15t Hussars formed
part of 2"d Canadian
Armoured Brigade
along with the Fort
Garry Horse (10t
Armoured Regiment)
and the Sherbrooke
Fusiliers (27t
Armoured Regiment).
6CAR supported 7t
Canadian Infantry
Brigade on D-Day to
establish a beach head
at Courseulles-sur-
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6CAR suffered 38 casualties on D-Day and continued to support 37 Canadian
Infantry Division as they moved inland against the Germans, facing stiff
resistance when they were counterattacked. On 11 June 1944 the 1st
Hussars “"B” Squadron was decimated during an abortive attack on the
village of Le Mesnil Patry, northwest of Caen, France. 6CAR participated in



the capture of Caen in July, followed by the Battle of Verrieres Ridge. The
Allies forced the Germans retreat from Normandy that summer.

15t Hussars (6CAR) tank crewmen sharing a meal in Normandy 1944 - Trooper Will Bowcott
(Driver) is second from left in white undershirt

The 15t Hussars helped clear Channel ports in September. 2" Canadian
Armoured Brigade had limited involvement in the Battle of the Scheldt that
fall due to the wet ground conditions in Belgium and the Netherlands. First
Canadian Army took up static positions around Nijmegen, Netherlands in
November against a well entrenched enemy. Will was promoted from
Trooper to Lance Corporal 21 November 1944.

The Allies Operation VERITABLE offensive was launched 8 February 1945,
with 2" Canadian Armoured Brigade advancing into Cleve, Germany. The
second phase of the Allied offensive was Operation BLOCKBUSTER, which
began with their attempts to drive the Germans out of the Hochwald Forest.
The 1st Hussars “A” Squadron was assigned to the Black Watch of 5t Brigade
while “"B” and “C” Squadrons were supporting 8t Canadian Infantry Brigade
during their attack on Keppeln, Germany 26 February 1945. 6CAR “C”
Squadron was initially assigned to the Queens Own Rifles (QOR). Sergeant



Aubrey Cosens of the QOR received a posthumous Victoria Cross for his
heroic actions that day involving the 1st Hussars.

They then joined the North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment (NSR) with the
13 surviving tanks of “"C” Squadron. The 1st Hussars tanks picked up a
platoon of the NSR “"A” Company around 1400 hours and dashed towards
Keppeln, followed by “"B” and “C” Companies on foot plus the battalion’s
Wasps (flamethrowers) and carriers, ready to engage opposing anti-tank
weapons. Enemy tanks on the outskirts of the village knocked out three of
6CAR’s Sherman tanks and were in turn set on fire by the Wasps. In the
face of heavy machine-gun fire the infantry platoon dismounted and made
its way into Keppeln, soon to be joined by the rest of "A” Company plus “D”
Company brought up from reserve. The tanks moved in, and by 1700 hours
all objectives had been taken. The North Shores suffered 81 casualties that
day, 28 of them fatal. The 1st Hussars lost nine tanks to enemy action,
besides four bogged down and suffered several casualties 26 February 1945.

Following BLOCKBUSTER, 2" Canadian Armoured Brigade withdrew to the
Nijmegen area while the Allies worked towards building bridges to cross the
Rhine River with the Germans defending from the other side. The 1st
Hussars came under the command of 15t Canadian Infantry Division 6 April
1945, which had been redeployed from Italy to Northwest Europe. They
crossed the IJssel River between Deventer and Zutphen, Netherlands 12
April 1945 while supporting 2" Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Deventer : : 6CAR’s next assignment was to
o support 1st and 37 Canadian Infantry
Brigades at Apeldoorn, Netherlands.

Apeldoorn

Zutphen

Allied Operations Apeldoorn Area April 1945

Lieutenant Edward Brock, a platoon
leader with the 48t" Highlanders,
recalled the battle that commenced

2] 13 April 1945 in his memoir:
— e “The battle for Apeldoorn started
with an amazing amount of support

for we PBI (poor bloody infantry) -
more artillery, tank and air support than we had ever seen before... We had
the 1st Hussars for tank support with their versatile Shermans and, all we
need do was indicate points of resistance with our tracer fire and they would
hit the spot with those devastating 17 pounders. They were the most willing



tank support I ever saw and as long as we could protect them against anti-
tank fire, they would assist us in our attack.”

Apeldoorn was still occupied by Dutch citizens so the Canadians could not
bomb it. By midnight 13 April 15t Brigade had closed up to the Apeldoorn
Canal and the Royal Canadian Regiment (RCR) was running patrols in the
suburbs. That night a squadron of 1t Hussars and a company of RCR tried
to cross the canal but were rebuffed with the loss of two tanks.

6CAR “C” Squadron was still supporting the RCR on 14 April 1945. Their
plan of attack to take the bridge crossing the Appeldoorn Canal was not
successful due to their two leading tanks being stopped at a road block near
the bridge. This resulted in one tank being hit by a German anti-tank gun
and ‘brewed up’ (burning) with casualties. The other tank returned to 6CAR
Squadron Command with casualties and also caught fire. Will Bowcott was
one of the 6CAR casualties that day, originally reported missing and then
confirmed Kkilled in action, age 26.

6CAR War Diary "C” Squadron Supplement 14 April 1945
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4th Nay, 1945,

KMrs. Ellen Bowcott,
520 Egerton Street,
London, Ontaric.

dear Mrs. Boweott:

It was with deep regret that I
1earned of the death of your son, A533 Lance Corporal
Wilfred ¥illiem Bowcott, who gave his life in the
Service or his Country in the VWestern furopean
'l‘he&tre of %ar on the l4th day of April, 1940.

From official informetion we have
§ reeeived, your son was killeé in action against
the enemy. You may be assured that any additional
information received will be communicated to you
without delay. 3 x

"me ¥inister of Wational Defence
'and the Members of the Army Council have asked me to
express to you and your family t‘xeir sincere sympathy
in your bereavement.

We pay tribute to the sacrifice
he so bravely made.

M : Yours sincerely,
< Xl >

_ oS
BOWCOTT, ' Wilfred W., L.Cpl, Mrs , ~ (A.E. Walford),
Ellen Bowcott (mother), 520 Egerton ‘ lia Jor-General,
.m' mm. Oont. 7 Ad jutant-Genersal.

Windsor Star May 1945 - ‘ '

Will Bowcott’s initial gravemarker
before replacement with
permanent headstone.




Lance Corporal W.W. Bowcott was v
temporarily buried at Apeldoorn,
Netherlands and later relocated to
Holten Canadian War Cemetery, grave
reference I. E. 9.

Photo Credit lestweforget1945.com

IST HUSSARS I
HTH APRIL 1945 AGE 28750

The inscription on his headstone:
A DEAR SON AND BROTHER.
IN THE GARDEN OF MEMORY

WE MEET EVERY DAY

Will Bowcott’s campaign medals:

- 1939-45 Star

- France-Germany Star

- Defence Medal

- War Medal

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp
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