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Clark, Garfield Denby 

Trooper 

 1st Hussars, 6th Armoured Regiment  

Royal Canadian  

Armoured Corps 

B/144257 

   

Garfield Denby Clark was born 11 April 1918 at Plaster Rock, Victoria 

County, New Brunswick (NB).  His father Newman Cashman Clark, of Irish 

heritage, married Elizabeth Murchinson in 1907 and had one surviving son 

with her named Clyde.  Newman and Elizabeth were divorced in 1917.  He 

remarried Garfield’s mother Ferne Darling Inman, of Scottish stock and 

Elizabeth’s cousin, soon after in Maine, USA.  The Presbyterian couple lived 

at Newman’s farm at Four Falls, NB near the Canada/USA border. 

Bangor Daily News April 1920 

Ferne and Newman 

were separated by 

1920.  Newman 

had their only child 

Garfield with him 

when he shot and 

killed Phoebe Bell 

at Grand Falls, NB 

25 March 1920, 

then attempted 

suicide by shooting 

himself.  Ferne was 

in Houlton, Maine 

and Garfield remained in Grand Falls, NB. 

 

     Saint John Telegraph Journal March 1920  
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 Moncton Times Transcript December 1920 

Newman escaped custody while recovering in the 

hospital and was later recaptured.  He pleaded 

not guilty by reason of insanity but was convicted 
of murder following a sensational trial and was 

sentenced to death by hanging for March 1921.  
His farm was auctioned off to settle his mortgage 

debt February 1921.  Newman received a stay of 
execution after appealing to the Supreme Court 

and was to stand trial a second time in September 
1921.  However, the jury found him to be unfit for 

trial and he was likely institutionalized after that. 

Garfield was told his father Newman died when he 

was an infant.  His mother Ferne later remarried 
and Garfield began living with his extended family 

in Kapuskasing, Ontario (ON) around age five.  He 
attended school until completing grade 7, age 

fifteen.  Garfield wasn’t interested in sports and 
ran a trapline for three winters.  He found 

employment with Spruce Falls Paper Mill in 

Kapuskasing and worked there for several years.    

    Spruce Falls Paper Mill, Kapuskasing, ON 

Garfield married Patricia Pearl Morris at Kapuskasing 

November 1939.  They had a daughter Carol Christine 

February 1941.  The Anglican Clark family moved south 

to St. Catharines, ON where Garfield became a machine 

operator supervisor at St. Catharines Steel in the 

manufacture of war materials.  He was also supporting 

his mother Ferne whose remarried surname was 

Jacques. 

Patricia Pearl Morris Clark 



3 
 

Garfield attested 16 March 1943 at Hamilton, ON age 24.  He was then 5’6” 
tall and 154 lbs.  He had some driving experience and wanted to become a 

Driver with the Royal Canadian Army Service Corps.  Garfield was sent to 
Orillia, ON for basic training and spent three weeks in the hospital there June 

1943 with the mumps.  He was allocated to the 
Canadian Armoured Corps (C.A.C.) and sent to 

Camp Borden, ON for advanced training.  Garfield 
qualified as Driver Class III (Wheeled and Tracked) 

August 1943, then Driver Mechanic Group “C” 7 

October 1943. 

          Camp Borden, ON WW2    

Garfield was cleared for overseas service and disembarked in the UK 1 

December 1943 where he reported to the C.A.C. Reinforcement Unit.  He 

competed a Driver Mechanic course in the UK and qualified as Driver 
Mechanic (Tank) 24 March 1944.  Garfield landed in France 26 July 1944 and 

was taken on strength by the 1st Hussars, 6 Canadian Armoured Regiment 

(6CAR) 6 August 1944. 

The 1st Hussars formed 

part of 2nd Canadian 
Armoured Brigade along 

with the Fort Garry Horse 
(10th Armoured 

Regiment) and the 

Sherbrooke Fusiliers (27th 
Armoured Regiment).  

6CAR supported 7th 
Canadian Infantry 

Brigade on D-Day to 
establish a beach head at 

Courseulles-sur-Mer, 

France.   

6CAR suffered 38 casualties on D-Day and continued to support 3rd Canadian 

Infantry Division as they moved inland against the Germans, facing stiff 

resistance when they were counterattacked.  On 11 June 1944 the 1st 
Hussars “B” Squadron was decimated during an abortive attack on the 

village of Le Mesnil Patry, northwest of Caen, France.  6CAR participated in 
the capture of Caen in July, followed by the Battle of Verrières Ridge.  The 

Allies forced the Germans retreat from Normandy that summer and the 1st 
Hussars helped clear Channel ports in September.  2nd Canadian Armoured 

Brigade had limited involvement in the Battle of the Scheldt that fall due to 
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the wet ground conditions in Belgium 
and the Netherlands.  Garfield was 

severely injured and returned to the UK 

for treatment late summer 1944.         The Province, September 1944   

Garfield was interviewed in the UK 3 January 1945 after his recovery from 

an operation.  He mentioned his harrowing experience serving in a tank that 
was lost with his Sergeant killed in action.  His preference was to remain in 

the UK and although not keen to return to active service, would do so if he 
had to.  Garfield’s mother Ferne died 29 January 1945 after losing her battle 

with cancer at Toronto General Hospital.  His wife Patricia moved back home 

to Kapuskasing with their daughter Carol and had Ferne buried there.   

Garfield was reposted to the C.A.C. Reinforcement Unit and did not rejoin his 
Regiment until 31 May 1945.  The 1st Hussars had participated in Operation 

BLOCKBUSTER in the Rhineland during the February Allied advance and 

helped liberate Apeldoorn, Netherlands in April 1945. 

 

Apeldoorn, Netherlands Liberation Parade April 1945 

The 1st Hussars were stationed near Groningen, Netherlands 21 June 1945.  
An Ammunitions Examiner at the Infantry Barracks Eclipse Dump had 

identified a pair French “R” mines with the detonators reversed that were too 
dangerous to transport with the other material.  He arranged storage for 

them in a brick and concrete building without any warning signs.  The 
building exploded around 1100 hours that day, killing Troopers Clark and 

Hainer of the 1st Hussars.  A Court of Inquiry was struck to investigate their 
deaths.  They were unable to determine what caused the detonation of the 

unstable mines.  Troopers Clark and Hainer were not on guard duty and their 

deaths were ruled to be accidental.  Garfield Clark died on that date age 27. 
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                Toronto Star July 1945 
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Trooper G.D. Clark was temporarily 
buried at Groningen, Netherlands 

and later relocated to Holten 
Canadian War Cemetery, grave 

reference VI. B. 4.                       

             Photo Credit lestweforget1945.com    

The inscription on his headstone: 

SLEEP ON, DEAR BOY, 

IN HONOURED REST. 

GOD CALLED YOU HOME 

HE THOUGHT IT BEST 

 

Garfield Clark’s campaign medals:  

- 1939-45 Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp 

 

Garfield Clark is listed as one of 

their local WW2 fallen on the 

Kapuskasing, ON Cenotaph. 

Kapuskasing, ON Cenotaph 

Garfield’s widow Patricia remarried 

John “Rocky” Davies in 1947 and 
had more children with him, half-

siblings to Carol. 
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Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves. 

Sources Consulted: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Library and Archives Canada 

Veteran Affairs Canada – Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

Ancestry public trees 

Newspapers.com 

Spruce Falls Paper Mill, Kapuskasing, ON photo 

https://baladodecouverte.com/circuits/1085/histoire-regionale-de-kapuskasing-et-

de-hearst 

Camp Borden, ON tank picture https://www.ontrmuseum.ca/tankmuseum/blog-

post/ontr-tanks-of-second-world-war/ 

1st Hussars Regimental information and photos https://sharrob56.wixsite.com/first-

hussars-wwii/blank-1 

1st Hussars cap badge picture https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/services/military-history/history-heritage/official-military-history-

lineages/lineages/armour-regiments/1st-hussars.html 

1st Hussars battle information https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Hussars 

Julian Matheson, 1st Hussars Museum https://www.first-hussars.ca/ 

Apeldoorn, Netherland Liberation Parade photo 

https://museum.48thhighlanders.ca/item/appeldorn-1945/ 

Kapuskasing, ON Cenotaph photo   

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/national-inventory-
canadian-memorials/details/7042 

 

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl    

mailto:info@facestograves.nl
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     Carol Christine Clark Edginton 2008 obituary - courtesy evanjstrong.com 

 

Courtesy findagrave.com 


