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Lyle Lewis Craig was born 28 March 1924 at Ernfold, Saskatchewan (SK).
His father Charles Gordon Craig was of Scottish descent from New
Brunswick. He migrated with his family as a boy to southwestern
Saskatchewan where they farmed. Charles enlisted with the Canadian
Expeditionary Force near the end of World
War One and did not serve overseas. Lyle’s
mother Elva Leona Rounds, of English
heritage from the state of New York, USA
came to Canada with her family as a girl in
1912 and married Charles at Moose Jaw, SK
" in 1922. The couple farmed at Calderbank
north of Ernfold and had their first five
children in quick succession: Russell, Lyle,
Iona, Charles Junior and Thomas.

Elva and Charles Gordon Craig

Charles Gordon purchased land at Paddockwood north
of Prince Albert, SK in 1934 and the Craigs became
reestablished there. Two more children James and
Arlene completed their family. They were United
Church members and Lyle finished grade 8 in school
before going to work full time age fifteen on their family
farm.

Lyle’s youngest siblings Arlene and James Craig




Lyle returned to Ernfold and was working as a farm labourer there when
he decided to join the Canadian Army. He attested 1 October 1943 at
Regina, SK age 19. Lyle was then 6’ tall, 160 Ibs with hazel eyes and was
described by the Medical Officer as having a “good physique”. His sister
Iona also enlisted that year and served with the Canadian Women’s Army
Corps. Lyle was interested
in mechanics and allocated
to the Canadian Armoured
Corps (CAC). After a few
weeks of basic training in
Regina he was sent to Camp
Dundurn, SK 4 November
1943 for Recce training.

: Reconnaissance (Recce) training
Camp Dundurn, SK WW2

He qualified as Driver

Mechanic Group “"C” 2 June 1944 and was
cleared for overseas service. Lyle

disembarked in the UK 19 July 1944 where
he reported to the CAC Reinforcement Unit.

Trooper Lyle Craig in combat gear

Lyle qualified as Driver Mechanic Tank
Group “C” 12 October 1944 in the UK. He
was landed in Northwest Europe 11
February 1945 and taken on strength with
the 29t Armoured Reconnaissance
Regiment, South Alberta Regiment (SAR) 26
February 1945. The SAR was part of the 4th
Canadian Armoured Division under
command of 10t Brigade, the infantry component of the 4t Division.
Their job was to support three Ontario infantry battalions of that brigade:
Algonquin Regiment, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders (Argylls) and
Lincoln & Welland (Links).

The SAR and 10 Brigade had landed in France late July 1944 and
established a reputation for toughness and determination at St. Lambert-
sur-Dives during the Battle of Falaise Gap, where “C” Squadron leader
Major David Currie was awarded the Victoria Cross. They were involved in
the Battle of the Scheldt in September and October, including the
liberation of Bergen op Zoom. In mid January 1945 the SAR did some
shooting over the Maas River, focusing on the island of Kapelsche Veer
near Capelle. The Regiment played a key role in Operation ELEPHANT
later that month 26-30 January in assaulting a German outpost there,
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supporting the Lincolns and Argylls which resulted in nine SAR casualties
from that bitter action.

First Canadian Army launched Operation VERITABLE 8 February (Feb)
1945. By 21 Feb they had closed in on Hochwald Layback and planned a
new operation to take it. Operation BLOCKBUSTER was to be carried out
by 2" Canadian Corps, including 4t Canadian Armoured Division, and was
scheduled to commence 26 Feb 1945 when Lyle joined his regiment.

The SAR mobilized 22 Feb from Nijmegen, Holland to Germany, travelling
through two inches of mud along the road. BLOCKBUSTER kicked off
0430 hours, 26 Feb 1945. The first two phases of the attack were
completed by 2" and 3 Infantry Divisions plus 4" Armoured Division,
including the capture of the high ground above Udem in the face of
stubborn German opposition. The way was clear for the third phase of the
operation - the attack on the Hochwald Gap by the SAR and Algonquins,
and the ridge to the south by 11t British Armoured Division.

With the Algonquins on their back decks, the South Albertas moved out of
Hau at 0800 hours 26 February to be in position for the attack scheduled
for that night. Recce parties had marked the route but progress became
difficult as the tanks and wheeled vehicles tried to get through thick mud
with the consistency of prairie gumbo. It was churned up to a depth of
three feet by the preceding Divisions’ traffic.

SAR Trooper hooking cable to tow a
Sherman tank 26 Feb 1945

The SAR spent nearly an entire
day trying to move a distance
of less than five miles. It took
almost 12 hours to get within a
mile of the start line. Their
tank crews were already
exhausted and falling asleep on
duty before the battle began.
The South Albertas, with “"A”
Squadron leading and carrying
Algonquins on their decks,
moved out at 0130 hours 27 Feb. They had to detour around a Brigadier
vehicle from 2" Division that was stuck on the road, and the light Stuart
tanks all got bogged down. Some Shermans also got stuck and it was
finally every tank for itself. As a result, only about half of the tanks and
infantry made it to the starting point in time for the attack. The attack
went in at 0600 hours just as dawn was breaking. The shallow valley was
a giant bog which “B” Squadron had difficulty traversing, making them
sitting ducks for German artillery. B-3 Troop tanks became pinned down
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but the two surviving tanks of B-1 moved forward with the Algonquin “C”
Company and helped them take their objective.

“A” Squadron met with disaster when its column of tanks and Algonquin
carriers missed its way in the network of roads and ditches after skirting
Udem. The area had still not been cleared and German anti-tank guns
were waiting in deadly ambush. The three SAR leading tanks were
instantly knocked out by 88-mm fire. The eight remaining were trapped
and had no room to turn. Soon these and all but one of the thirteen
Algonquin carriers fell victim to German anti-tank and infantry gun fire,
with survivors making their way back to the Kirsel area. “A” Squadron
was badly depleted and held back from further combat until they were
able to regroup. The South Albertas suffered additional casualties before
their battle for the Gap ended in the afternoon 2 March when the
Regiment was relieved.

The SAR provided close
support for the
Algonquins in an attack
on Veen, Germany 7
March 1945 in a costly
battle for 10t Brigade
which secured their
objectives the next day.

SAR Sherman and Stuart tanks
advance 7 March 1945

During the night of 31 Saming.ring. etin - hsp these Shermans ARG St Al e e o, s i
March/1 April 1945 the

SAR became the first armoured unit of 4t" Division to cross the Rhine
River at Emmerich, Germany on a temporary pontoon bridge. 4t Division
was ordered to take over the next German defensive obstacle, the Twente
Canal in Holland about thirty miles to the north. 10t Brigade would lead
the division’s advance and hopefully seize a bridge over the Twente in the
vicinity of Lochem, Netherlands. The bridge was blown by the Germans
and the SAR suffered casualties, remaining there for a week guarding the
flank of 4t Division which was moving on Meppen, Germany. The SAR
arrived in undamaged Meppen 11 April 1945 and were given a few days
rest. 10t Brigade had taken Frieosythe, Germany by 14 April and the
SAR’s next job was to recce a route to Oldenburg. They encountered
German tanks on 15 April, including a 68-ton Tiger II with an 88-mm gun
which they managed to take out. The next day they hit an area thick with
mines, losing three Stuart tanks from Recce Troop and suffered casualties.



The SAR crossed the Aue River in northern Germany 17 April before
hitting another mine. A temporary bridge was finished over the Lethe
River south of Oldenburg, Germany on 19 April 1945 after the Lincolns
had established a bridgehead there. The SAR’s "A” and “C” Squadrons
secured the hamlets of Sage and Bissel on the near side, then passed
over. “Carson Daley remembered going back to echelon for some reason
and meeting a fellow he had trained with who was anxious to see some
fighting because ‘it's (the war) pretty well over and I can’t go back and tell
my family I didn’t kill a German’. Carson wisely told him to ‘stay right
where you are’. On 19 April this man, Trooper Lyle Craig, was killed when
the Sherman he was driving was struck by an anti-tank gun.” Lyle Craig
died that day age 21.

Reconnaissance Units
CRAIG, Lyle L, Tpr, C. G. Craig
(father), Paddockwood, »

Saskatoon Star-Phoenix May 1945



7th lay, 1945,

" ¥r. Charles Cordon Craig,
General Delivery, i
Paddockwocd, Sask,

Dear Mr. Craig:

It was with deep regret that I
- learned of the death of your son, L107016 Trooper
Lyle lTewis Craig, who gave his life in the
Service of his Country in the Western Furopean '
Theatrg of War on the 19th day of xpril, 1945.

From official informatxon we have
received, your son was killed in action against
.the enemy. You may be assured that any aodltional
* information recéived will be communicated to ycu
without delay.

.The Minister of National Defence
and the Members of the Army Council have asked me to
express to you and your family thelr sincere uymnathy
in your bereavement.

; - We pay tribute to the sacrifice
he so bravely made, .

Yours sincerely, ‘
R l U
V i
(4.E. Walford),
la jor-Ceneral, ~%
‘ Ad jutant-General, .
/ / N
Trooper L.L. Craig was temporarily
buried at Bissel, Germany and later
relocated to Holten Canadian War

Cemetery, grave reference XII. C. 5.

Photo courtesy lestweforget1945.0rg

167516 TROOPER
L. CRAIG
THESOUTH ZLPERTE REGIMENT
19T APRIL 1945

Lyle Craig’s campaign medals:

- 1939-45 Star

- France-Germany Star

- Defence Medal

-  War Medal

- Canadian Volunteer Service
Medal/Clasp




Lyle Craig is remembered as
one of their local WW2 fallen
at the Paddockwood, SK
Cenotaph.

Paddockwood, SK Cenotaph

Craig Lake, Saskatchewan
was named after him as a
geo-memorial site.

Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves.
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* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please
contact info@facestograves.nl
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