


In September, 2010, this

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
OF THE LIFE OF OUR

UNCLE ROMEQ CICCONE

will be added to tﬁe permanent archival collections of our
Canadian fallen soldiers from World War 11 at:

The Information Centre
Holten Canadian Military Cemetery
Holten, Holland.

This collection was contributed by his nieces and cousins:

Madeline Dent (DeLuca/Ciccone)
Irene McCart (DeLuca/Ciccone)
Jennifer Del.uca (Ciccone)
Florence Dunlap (Ciccone)
Eva Difonzo (Mantine/Ciccone)



212 — 8540 182" Street
Edmonton, Alberta. Canada
TST 1L9

September 11, 2010

Dear Mr. Gerry Van’t Holt,

As promised back in June, 2010,' enclosed is the Album of my Uncle Romeo
Ciccone, who is buried in Holten Gemetery.

Our family had a huge “Abruzzo Italian Family Reunion Picnic” in Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada, on August 1, 2010 and his Album was on a display
table. At that time, his niece, Florence, gave me the original letters that Romeo
sent to her father, David. I was so grateful to receive them, I know there are
more letters and papers, but it appears another family member who has them is
not willing to give them up yet...perhaps one day?

Thank you so much for your most welcomed email back in June. Ihad almost
given up trying to contact someone who could put these personal papers in a
permanent place

Con affetto,

Madeline Dent {DeLuca/Ciccone)




March 29, 1918 - May 4, 1945

In Loving emorv
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An Album to Remember Uncle Romeo

Because I was so young, I have no recollection of my Uncle Romeo’s physical presence
while he was growing up as a member of our Ciccone Family. What I do recall is how
much he was loved by his sister, Stella DeLuca, and his Aunty Orienda Mantine.

He was a young man who loved his family and faithfully wrote letters back home after he
joined the military.

I do remember his generosity and that he never forgot a birthday or to say, “thank you”
and to send mementos to those he loved back home in Canada.

Romeo’s images in the photos have forever captured his essence. The words in his letters
he wrote to his “Aunty Orienda” give us a picture of his sensitivity as he poured out his
private thoughts. o

Discovering each nugget of information about Romeo’s life was like looking for treasure
and to finally unearth it from its hiding place was a spiritual experience!

Even with his last legacy, he remembered his step-brother, Fred, and his nieces,
Margaret-Anne and myself.

My thanks to: Pearl Nino for sharing Romeo’s letters to her mother, Orienda;
Juanita Madill for looking through the Mantine Family Archives;
The photos are from my mother, Stella’s, albums;.
My sisters, Irene and Jennifer for theirhelp and encouragement as I sought
out bits and pieces of information about Romeo’s life;
Eva DiFonzo for her letter;
The University of Alberta Library and Archives;
The National Archives of Canada.

We Remember His Life..........

Madeline Dent (DeLuca)
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Romeo Ciccone was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Except for a
short visit to Victoria on Vancouver Island, and his military training, he seems to have
spent most of his life in Vancouver. Of course, Vancouver was where his roots were,
where his family and all his aunts, uncles, cousins and friends lived.

I could tell from his letters that he was interested in the many different places in
the world where he trained for the military. In particular, he tells about the family of his
sister-in-law who lived in Scotland and how much he enjoyed visiting them while
stationed there. One of his letters appeared to indicate that he would like to return there
following the War.
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Back: Carmine Ciccone, Domenico Mid: Orienda, David, Maria Nunzia (Marini)
Front: Armos
ca 1906 =

Carmine and Maria owned a store for many years at 1904 Grant Street (corner of
Grant & Victoria Drive) in Vancouver. They later bought five vacant lots on the
north side of the 2600 block Charles Street. Carmine built his home on the fourth
lot from the corner of Clinton Street (later renamed Penticton). When Orienda
married, her family buift on the corner lot at 2603 Charles Street and her
daughter, Pear! Nino's house at 2609 Charles Street was built on the second lot in
the early 1940's. When the five lots were originally purchased Charles Street was
only a couple of wooden planks. Maria Nunzia lived in her house on Charles Streef
untif her death in 1950,

* means circa or about



ANNA CICCONE (MORETTI)
(Romeo's Mother)

ANNA CICCONE (MORETTI)
1893 - 1918

Anna Moretti was the first wife of Domenico
Ciccone. She was born in Carrufo in the Province
of Abruzzo Italy. Her father was Sabotino
Moretti. At the age of 19, she immigrated to
Canada in November, 1912. Anna travelled alone
and entered at the Port of New York. She was
co-sponsored by her brother, George Moretti
and her future husband Domenico Ciccone. Anna
was described by her brother, George, as being
about 5'2" tall with brown curly hair and brown
eyes. She married Domenico in the month of
May, 1913. Anna had three children Carmen,
Stella and Romeo. Seven months after Romeo
was born, she died on November 6, 1918 at the
age of 24 during the height of the Influenza
Epidemic. Hospital records indicate she died ot
the Vancouver General Hospital in the King
Edward Annex (a temporary Emergency Ward
set up across the street from the main
hospital.) At the time of her death, the family
was living at 1572 East 13™ Avenue, Vancouver,
BC
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At the time of his mother's death, Romeo was
still breast-feeding. If it wasn't for the
intervention of Domenico's sister, Orienda
Mantine, Romeo may not have survived. Orienda
was able to get a wet-nurse to feed baby Romeo
until his tiny body could tolerate whole food.




This phoio was found amongst many family photos at my sister, Irene’s,
house. She wondered who the people in the photo were and what the writing
on the back said as it was very poorly hand-written in pencil. I asked my
friend, Grazia Poretti to translate the back. Grazia was able fo transiate it
quite quickly. She thought it said the word “Giorgio” and mentioned the
address. Iwas very puzzled about it for quite awhile. Then one afiernoon,
while riding the bus, I had a sudden insight that Giorgio meant “George”.,
As far as I am aware at this time, this is one of the earliest photos we have
showing the family between the time Anna Moretti died and Domenico’s
second marriage to Anna Corradi two years later.

The phoio was most likely taken in the Spring or Summer of 1919 on the
steps  at the home of Giorgio (George) Moretti, Domenico’s brother-in-

Street,

From left to right: Domienico Ciceone, next Domenico’s children, Carmen,
Stella and baby Romeo Ciccone sitiing on the lap of George Moretti The
children are wearing light clothing and have bare arms which makes me
think it’s Spring or Summer. Baby Romeo is wearing a jump suit of some
kind. Stella has a large bow in her hair. Carmen is grinning or squinting
from the sun, as all little boys do at that age!

This is a very precious photo and when Irene and I found it, it was like
discovering a treasure from the past!

Madeline Dent (Del.uca),
Daughter of Stella Deluca (Ciccone)



In 1920, Domenico Ciccone married his second wife, Anna Corradi, who emigrated
from Ofena, Abruzzo, Italy. There were three children from Domenico’s first marriage to
Anna Moretti: Carmen, Stella and Romeo and another four children by Anna Corradi:
Robert, John, Jeannie and Fred.

The photo below was taken about 1926. By this time, the family was living in the house
at 2527 Turner Street in Vancouver, BC; a home which Anna continued to live in until
her death in 1998.

Top Row: L to R: Carmen, Alfred Corradi (Anna’s Brother),
Mid Row: L to R: Domenico, Romeo, Anna Corradi with baby Jeannie, Stella;
Frit Row: L toR: John at his father’s knee and Robert in the chair;

(Fred missing in this photo was born later in 1938)

Domenico died in 1940, two years after Fred’s birth. Anna passed away in 1998.







ROMEQ IN VICTORIA, BC

This photo was most likely taken during Romeo’s recruitment into Active Service with
the Canada Army. He enlisted in February, 1942. It was taken in Victoria in the Inner
Harbour with the Empress Hotel in the background. Romeo is pictured with an
unidentified friend on the left; Romeo on the right. He was about 24 years old.

Not much is known about Romeo through his teenage years. An Occupational History
Form completed when he enlisted in the Armed Forces indicated that he left school at age
15 having completed Grade 7. Romeo entered a trade apprenticeship as a plumber for
four months, but did not complete the program. At the time of his enlistment, he had
been working at Sterling’s Sawmill in Vancouver for seven years. Although Sterling’s
promised re-employment on discharge, Romeo had plans to take a Fitters Course and
then find work in a car factory.

Other records indicate that Romeo had served in a Reserve Formation of the Canadian
Army from October, 1940 until February, 1942 before actually enlisting in the Active
Unit of the Canadian Army. Romeo signed his Recruiting papers on February 24, 1942.
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The clothes worn by Romeo fascinated me so I did some research on the Internet. His
shoes known as Wingtip Oxfords (also Spectator or Tuxedo Oxfords) were popular at
that time. Even today, they are sold on-line with prices ranging from $59.95 to §310.00,
mostly made by Italian shoe manufacturers. Well-known golfers still wear them.

The fuzzy two-toned mohair sweater looks like it had a zipper, with a tight dark
waistband and matching wristbands.

Compared to his friend, Romeo appears comfortable and looks quite dressed up in his
fashionable garb while touring around Victoria, BC. in 1942/

-Madeline Dent (DeLuca)
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(Fo-be completed in triplicate)

MILITIA ACT
DUSLICATE THE NATIONAL RESOURCES MOBILIZATION ACT, 1940

N.R.M.A. PERSONNEL

ENROLMENT FORM p
K-4650=
N.R.M.A. Serial Number of Notice of Call....... % 3890 y WM?B 9?&

M. ® e e g E“I.’ Jj QG'

11

. Taken on Strength of No.2 ...

—

2. Surname (Block Letters)......... CICGC}NE, ....... T R . SO DO I O 0o
3. Christian Names (in full)......... ROMEO .............. o
&, Present Address. i 2527 Turner 8%.,. VANCOUVER,. British lolumbie,. Censda,
‘5. Place of Birth......GAN/ B i B ITISH COLUMBIA ... NANGQUYER
{County or Province) * {Town or Township) ;
e g e oG el 4 %Z&%ﬁ%;ﬁon ...... o I }NITEBCHURGH ...........

8. Physical Description: Height......coocvovvvinnn Weight........!’,‘f‘.ﬁ.............Eyes....; ....................... Hair....."" sl WS
. LIFT FIRST FIRGER

UOITIEHI. oot g stz Identification marks.. .
9. Married, Single, Widower?.....,.ﬁlfﬁﬁl«ﬂ................: .....................................
| : 10. Next-of-Kin....... Anﬂacicconet ................................................ . - Relatmnshlpq‘tepm(jther
| {Name)

......................................................................................................................................................................................

(Address) *
11. Trade or OccupatlonHII*LHAND

12. Previous Naval, Military or Air Service.. k. month's Basic Tralnlng. under M R A....

October 1940, at Gordon Hesd, V.T., (5nd Hn. Beaforths of Cnnada RF)

.......................................................................................................................................................................... IR e TR

13. Preference, if any, for, R.C.N.7....... NO o AI‘IHY?Y‘FS RCAT?....NO o

(Arm of Service)

14. Employment in War Industry, if dnymg ....... % s e T ................................................................

(Si.gnat'ure of Man) ....

’ Y. Leut,

ADIT, CA {RF)TC Np, 110

28th August o d0d

" (Date of Signature)

TRAINING CENTRE PARTICULARS

A Attached to Basic TC No........ //(Jat%/ﬁGDate‘QX’y'#/

Completed........ f .............. 7 veeveDays - Bagie Training, Q , r-)&yn
AN G I~ 0 . A S Listgh,

.................................................... ;()GTIZ 7‘941m°}{§;|$vcaaaiﬁx'(.cﬁaklo

’ (Date, Signature, and Rz:’n of Recording Officer) ~ . N
B. Attached to Advanced T.C. Noﬁ¢at1fAMMd,/%/M afﬁe#f"‘/ﬂ"é{/
Completed.......... 5/4..4{ At A ... BPays Advaneed Training.

Qualities of Leadership, Positive.........ccoiiiinienne. Becoming Evident?

(Date, Signatire ad Rank of Recording Officer)

Transferred tolld?{ﬁ,@«(‘/(/ﬁ;/&/.. et
(R.C.N., formation or upit of the C.A,, R.C,A,F/.B%}






































































