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Marc was born on January 14, 1924 in La 
Sarre, Quebec to Cyriaque Germain and 
Marie Tousignant Germain from Beaudry, 
Quebec. They were married on September 
8, 1920. They were a Catholic farming 
family. His brothers were Marcel, 
Raymond, Gilles and Robert Germain who 
all served in the army. His mother died in 
September 1931 after which his father 
remarried. His half-brother Clément 
Germain and his half-sister Marie Claire 
Germain came from that second 
marriage. 

He completed 8 years at a primary school in Quebec province. French was 
his mother tongue, which he spoke and wrote fluently. He had more 
trouble with English. He could write and read it but had some difficulty 
speaking it. He played baseball and ice hockey and he read fiction and 
news magazines.  

On July 27, 1942, he enlisted in the Canadian army in Noranda, Quebec. 
After a year of military training, he arrived in the United Kingdom by troop 
ship. After a short stay in England, he was sent to Italy on September 24, 
1943 to take part in the invasion and liberation of the peninsula. 

The Canadian army in Italy, 1943-45 

The role of the Canadians in the Italian Campaign during World War II was 
crucial, but less known compared to the Normandy landings. Between 
1943 and 1945, more than 92,000 Canadians fought in Italy, building a 
reputation as elite troopers. 

Canadian participation began on July 10, 1943 with the invasion of Sicily. 
They slowly fought their way north. The most legendary and bloody 
confrontation of the Canadians in Italy is the Battle of Ortona, a port city 
on the Adriatic coast, which was stubbornly defended by the Germans. 
Because the streets were full of rubble and mines, Canadians devised a 
tactic of blowing holes in the walls of houses to move from building to 
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building without having to go outside and expose themselves on the 
streets. 
In 1944, the Canadians played a key role in breaking the two German 
Defence lines in Central Italy: 
- Gustav-line: They helped in the attack on Monte Cassino and broke 
through the neighbouring Hitler line. 
- Gothic Line: In the fall of 1944, the 1st Canadian Corps led the attack on 
the heavy German Defence in the Apennines and along the coast near 
Rimini. 

The heavy fighting and circumstances took their toll on Marc. He was 
absent without leave (AWL) for 25 hours. A quite common thing among 
soldiers. Refusing an order to join his company at the front was a more 
serious offense. 

For these offenses, he appeared before a military court which, on January 
24, 1944, sentenced him to two years of imprisonment with hard labor 
and the forfeiture of pay. Starting in March 1944, he served this sentence 
at the 55th Military Prison & Detention Barrack in Cairo, Egypt. 

This judgement was suspended on May 5, 1945 and remitted on August 
18, 1945 because the war was over. At that time, many military prisoners 
were pardoned or suspended from their sentences to help with the 
Canadian occupation force or because the need for heavy detention 
lapsed. 

But the war is far from over for Marc. He was assigned back to the 
Canadian army and transported from Italy to England, where he arrived 
on May 24, 1945. 

On July 1, 1945, he was transferred to the No. 1 CGRU (Canadian Graves 
Registration Unit). This is remarkable: he was deployed to the unit 
responsible for identifying and burying fallen soldiers. He could even have 
been involved in the re-burial of his fellow soldiers in Holten. 

On April 7, 1946, Marc sustained a serious injury of his left temple 
(fractured skull) in Fedderwardergroden near Wilhelmshaven in northern 
Germany, causing him to be unconscious. He was bleeding from his mouth 
and nose. These injuries were brought upon him by a collision with a 
Canadian military vehicle. A later inquiry into this accident concluded that 
the driver of the vehicle was not responsible because Marc André Germain 
had jumped in front of the moving vehicle. Probably because he had been 
drinking. 
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Marc André Germain died of his injuries on Monday, April 8, 1946 at the 
age of 22. Unlike many of his comrades, he was buried directly at the 
Canadian War Cemetery in Holten, where he rests in plot 11, row G, grave 
1. 

On his headstone it reads: FILS DE MARIE ET CYRIAC GERMAIN, 

BEAUDRY, QUEBEC 

He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, War Medal 1939-45, CVSM & 
Clasp. 

His regiment during his training time in the UK and Italy is unknown. On 
September 9, 1945, he was taken on strenght by Le Regiment de la 
Chaudière, which was at that time stationed in northwestern Germany. 

	 	 	 	 	 	  

 

	 	 	 	 	

 / 3 3


