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Hubbard, Duane Morris 

Corporal 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment  

Royal Canadian Infantry Corps 

M/105703 

 

 

 

 

Duane Morris Hubbard was born 20 August 1909 at Alexandria, Thayer 

County, Nebraska (NE), USA.  His German American father Frederick 

(“Fred”) Edison Hubbard 

and Scottish American 

mother Belle Beatrice 

McDowell were married at 

Alexandria, NE early in 

1909, with their first child 

Duane born later that year.  

Fred Hubbard           

       Fairbury News 1909 

Fred was a hardware salesman and then tried 

his hand at farming.  The Hubbard family, who 
followed Belle’s Presbyterian religion, moved 

to Canada in 1914 to farm west of Edmonton, 
Alberta (AB). Their second son Freel was born 

there the next year. 

Belle and Duane Hubbard 

Belle and Fred were separated by the early 

1920s.  She ran a boarding house in 

Edmonton and later became a Practical Nurse.  
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Belle and Fred were divorced in 1928 and she moved back home to 

Nebraska with her youngest son Freel by 1930.  Duane completed 8 years of 

Public School and 3 years of High School in Alberta, quitting age seventeen 

to work full time.  He gained employment with Northern Alberta Railways in 

Edmonton as a bridgeman and carpenter, eventually becoming a foreman. 

Duane married divorcee Maria Krawchuk at Edmonton, AB in 1938.  After 14 
years working for Northern Alberta Railways he decided to join the Canadian 

Army.  Duane attested 6 January 1943 at Edmonton, age 33.  He was then 
5’10” tall, 142 lbs with blue eyes.  He was sent to Camrose, AB for basic 

training and spent 3 days hospitalized there.  Duane was promoted to acting 
Lance Corporal 16 February 1943 and taken on strength by the Home War 
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Establishment 2 April 1943.  He 
was promoted again to acting 

Corporal 1 September 1943 and 
relinquished that rank to Private 

when he was transferred to the 
Infantry Reinforcement stream 

December 1943.  

 

Lance Corporal Duane Hubbard 

Duane completed advanced infantry training 

at Calgary, AB during winter 1944 and joined 
the Training Brigade Group at Camp Debert, 

Nova Scotia in April where he was 
reappointed acting Corporal.  He was 

separated from his wife Maria by then and 

changed his next of kin to his mother Belle in 
Nebraska with his brother Freel named as his 

Executor.  Duane’s divorce decree was issued 
around the time that he disembarked in the 

UK 24 June 1944 where he reported to the Canadian Infantry Reinforcement 

Unit with his rank reduced to Private again.        

Duane was selected for duty as a replacement soldier with 1st Canadian 

Infantry Division which was engaged in the Italian campaign.  He 
disembarked in Italy 29 July 1944 and was taken on strength by the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment (LER) a month later.  

The LER, also known as the ‘Loyal Eddies’ formed part of 2nd Brigade with 

the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) and the Seaforth   
Highlanders of Canada.  2nd Brigade and 1st Canadian Infantry Division 

(1CID) had served in the Italian campaign since summer 1943.  Duane was 

promoted to Lance Corporal with the LER 14 October 1944. 

Following a rest period at the town of Riccione near Rimini, 1CID was given 
the job of breaking through a succession of closely spaced rivers and canals 

including the Lamone and Senio Rivers in early December 1944.  They 
forced the Germans back beyond the Naviglio Canal where the Hastings and 

Prince Edward Regiment were hanging on to a foothold they had gained.  On 
13 December the LER “C” and “D” Companies moved up with some tanks 

from the British Columbia Dragoons to reinforce them.  After two more days, 
the Germans gave up and retreated to the Senio River line under pressure of 
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an attack by all three battalions of 2nd Brigade.  By Christmas Allied 
Command decided that no further efforts would be made to break through 

the German lines for the rest of the winter.  The enemy kept up an 

aggressive program of raiding and patrolling through January and February.   

The LER and 1CID were redeployed to 

Northwest Europe early in 1945 under 

Operation GOLDFLAKE . 

Allied ship loaded with vehicles and supplies entering 

Marseilles, France Harbour 1945 during Operation 

GOLDFLAKE 

Duane disembarked with his regiment at 

Marseilles, France 15 March 1945 and 
travelled in convoy with 1CID to Belgium.  He 

was promoted to acting Corporal 2 April 1945.   

The Loyal Eddies and 2nd Brigade crossed 
the Ijssel River between Zutphen and 

Deventer in the Netherlands 11 April 1945 

to support 3rd Canadian Infantry Division.   

PPCLI preparing to cross Ijssel River 11 April 1945 

They deployed into position as a bridgehead 
on the left flank of the Seaforths on the 

west side of the Ijssel by 0145 hours 12 
April.  “C” Company then relieved a 

company of Seaforths.  A pontoon bridge 
was rapidly constructed and all necessary 

battalion vehicles were able to cross by 

0315 hours.   

The LER “A” Company advanced south at 
1430 hours 12 April 1945, supported by artillery fire and a troop of tanks to 

attack the enemy positioned at a dyke wall west of the river.  They captured 
13 prisoners.  “D” Company made a similar advance, using mortars and 

flame throwers.  “B” Company then made their advance and by 1715 hours 
were firm on their objectives.  Duane Hubbard was one of several LER 

casualties that day, dying of wounds age 35.  His mother Belle received a 
letter from the Army stating his cause of death was fatal wounding from a 

bomb fragment (enemy mortar) resulting in a traumatic amputation of 

Duane’s left leg.  He died at 3 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.            
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  Hebron Journal Register April 1945 
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Corporal D.M. Hubbard was temporarily 
buried near Zutphen, Netherlands and 

later relocated to Holten Canadian War 

Cemetery, grave reference II. H. 11.                       

                  Photo Credit lestweforget1945.com       

 The inscription on his headstone:  

BORN AT ALEXANDRIA   

NEBRASKA U.S.A. 

DEAR SON 

OF F.E. AND B.B. HUBBARD 

 

 

 

 

Edmonton Journal May 1945 

Duane Hubbard’s campaign medals:  

- 1939-1945 Star 

- Italy Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- Defence Medal 

- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp 
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Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves. 

Sources Consulted: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Library and Archives Canada 

Veteran Affairs Canada – Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

Newspapers.com  

Ancestry.com 

Northern Alberta Railways system map https://www.american-

rails.com/alberta.html 

Camrose, AB Canadian Army Training Centre WW2 photo 

https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/archive/Canadian-Army-Basic-Training-Centre-

-131--Camrose--Alberta--2R3BF1SI175R.html 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment cap badge picture 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/military-

history/history-heritage/official-military-history-lineages/lineages/infantry-

regiments/loyal-edmonton.html 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum 

https://www.lermuseum.org/news/72-world-war-2-remembered-loyal-edmonton-

regiment-1945-q2  

Operation GOLDFLAKE information and photo 

https://www.silverhawkauthor.com/post/operation-goldflake-i-canadian-corps-

move-from-italy-to-northwest-europe-1945 

 

 

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl     
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Duane’s brother Freel Hubbard was 
a Sergeant with the US Marine 

Corps and had a son named after 
him, Duane Lee.  He corresponded 

with the Canadian Army to obtain 
his brother’s service medals for their 

mother Belle. 

 

 

 

Freel and first wife Kay Hubbard 

with son Duane Lee 
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          Fairbury Journal News 1961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freel Hubbard 1985 obituary 

Courtesy Findagrave.com 

 


