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Harry Hekelaar was one of many country boys who
earned their money as soldiers during the Second
World War. Times were rough in the Canadian
countryside. The army was in need of more people
and they were paid for their service. On October 11,
1941 Harry decided to enlist in the Canadian army.

In 1914 his father had emigrated from The
Netherlands to Canada. Wim Hekelaar settled down in
the Canadian province of Saskatchewan, in the small
town of Meskanaw. In 1916 he married Winnie van
Dort, of Dutch descent just like Wim. Minnie and Wim
had four children: John, Harry, Susanne and Annie.

Harry, the second-born son, was born on February 13,
1919. He joined the army late 1941. Early March 1942
he was stationed in England, where he underwent
parachute training. Eventually he joined the
Paratroopers, the 1t Canadian Para Battalion.

Early 1943 Harry met a nice girl, 22-year-old Frances Tanfield. Three months after
meeting Frances, Harry asked the commanding officers for permission to marry her.
After some consideration on their part they had no objections and thus Harry and
Frances exchanged their wedding vows in July 1943. He was in the army, she was
still living with her mother. When The Allied Forces landed on the coast of Normandy
in 1944 there was no need for Harry to join. He stayed in the United Kingdom to keep
practicing. Late March 1945 the final breakthrough was forced by crossing the river
Rhine (Operation Varsity.) That was when Harry was to take action. He had only been
on European mainland for a week when he and his comrades were dropped into
German territory. Heavy fights would eventually be fatal for him. He was killed in
action on March 4, 1945.



His remains were first conserved in a temporary resting place nearby the Catholic
Church in Bissendorf, east of Osnabruck. When his wife heard of her husband’s
passing she sent a letter to the Canadian authorities. 'I hope I'm not asking too
much,’ she said, 'but would it be possible to bury my husband in The Netherlands,
since both his mom and dad are originally from there?’

In the meantime Frances left for Saskatchewan to be with her in laws. Before leaving
she was given the well-intentioned advice to refrain from doing so since the village of
Meskanaw in Saskatchewan was still rather primitive and very remote. Still Frances
left for Meskanaw and she seemed to be living a good life over there. Two years later,
however, she returned to England where she married Raymond Colbourne. She
passed away in 1976 at the age of 56.

Her husband was indeed reburied in The Netherlands, as was her wish for him. Home
away from home. He was buried in Holten Canadian War Cemetery, plot IV, row H,
grave number 12.
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