
Lavigne, Rodger. Private                                     11-B-15 
 
Rodger Lavigne was not the only child of Ernest and Mary 

Lavigne. 

He was born on July 8, 1922 Timmins, Ontario. 
 

Father and mother Lavigne had a total of 10 children.  
Rodger had 3 brothers and six sisters.  

 
When he enlisted, the family 

lived in St. Catharines, 
Ontario. 

 
Roger enlisted on April 27, 1943. 

He indicated that he was Roman Catholic, spoke 
English and French and had worked at a saw mill for 

about a year and a half. 
 

In addition to his normal school education, he had also followed a correspondence 

course for a number of months at the Senior Fourth Public School for detectives. 
 

The medical examination did not mention any details. He was of average height, 
brown hair and brown height. Rodger was declared “fit for service”. 

 
He began his service at the district depot in Toronto. Then a follow-up at the Basic 

Training Center in Cornwall-Ontario. 
From mid-July 1943 until almost the end of September he was further trained in 

Valcartier-Quebec at the Canadian Infantry Training Center (CITC) A13. 
 

After that, Rodger was transferred to the United Kingdom. 
Embarkation on August 25, disembarkation in England on September 1, 1943. 

 
As usual, at first Rodger was attached to a “Reinforcement Unit”. 

Soon he was posted to the unit with which he would remain for the rest of his 

service: Les Fusiliers Mon-Royal, a French-speaking regiment. 
 

Rodger landed in France in July 1944. He landed there on the 8th and was wounded 
on the 21st. The nature of the injuries are unclear. Serious enough to transfer him 

to the Canadian General Hospital in England. 
 

Rodger was treated there for about 3 weeks and he stayed in England a few weeks 
more to recover outside the hospital. 

 
On September 3, 1944 he arrived in France for the second time 

. 
First of all, he was attached to the 1st Canadian MIC Unit. 

(Medical Instructions Camp) 
Just after Christmas 1944 he was added to the FMR's reinforcements list and on 

January 7, 1945 he was officially taken on strength again into the Fusiliers Mont-
Royal again. 

 

Saw mill Timmins 



He would join the FMR until his death on April 24, 1945. 

Although the FMR's War Diary is rather vague about enemy activities that day, 
Rodger was killed. The only one one that day. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Probably during the advance of the regiment from Neerstedt to Kirchhatten in the 
direction of Oldenburg in Lower Saxony-Germany. 

Sniper-activity was reported and reconnaissance patrols reported that the enemy 
was building up a defense north of the Fusiliers Mont-Royal sector. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His temporary grave was in Dötlingen, he was finally laid to rest in Holten plot11 
row B grave 15. 

 
He was awarded: 

1939-1945 Star; France-Germany Star; Defense Medal; War Medal 1939-1945 and 
the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


