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Ralph Foster McLenahan was born 6 July
1922 at Stanley, York County near
Fredericton, New Brunswick (NB). His
father Hazen Morrison McLenahan was of
Irish descent and underaged when he
joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force

0 : in 1915. He
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DIED IN PORTLAND.

Mrs. Hazen MclLenahan, Formerly of
This City, Died at Portland,
Me., Yesterday.

Word received late yesterday ufier-
noon by relatives contained the rad
news of the death at Portland, Me,
yesterday of Mrs. Hazen McLeuahan,
formerly of this city, aged twenty-
five years,

Deoceased was before he: marriage
Miss Allce Sandwith, of Currieburg,
and was on the staff of R. L. Black's
store in this ecity. Shortly after her
marriage she underwent a serious op-
eration and suffered from lheart
trouble. She and he* husband remov-
ed to Portland, Me,, two or three years
ago where Mr. McLenahan is employ-
ed as a druggist. Bhe wag a young
woman with a personality that won
her many friends and her death will
Ibe learned of with gincere ragret.
| Besidps her husband she {3 survived
by e son, Ralph, her pacerts Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Sandwith, of Cur
‘rlobun; one sister, Migs Jennie Sond-
with, a student nurse at the Chipman

;Hosplnl. St. Stephen, and one btroth-

ler, Howard Sandwith, at home.

The remains arrived here at norn
to-day accompanied by Mr. Mclena
han and little son, and Miss fennie
[Sandwith, the latter joining them at
McAdam Junction, and were taken to
Currieburg for interment, funeral an-
nouncements being made later. |

SS Washingtonian (formerly

Eastern Mariner), sister vessel to

R.J. Cullen steamship

Ralph and his crewmen were

stuck for two days on their
grounded vessel before
being rescued by local
fishermen - all 47 crew
members survived. After
returning to Canada Ralph

travelled to India working on

another of his employer’s

Fredericton Daily Gleaner 1926

Hazen left New Brunswick for Toronto, Ontario
(ON) to find employment during the Great
Depression. Ralph remained in York County, NB
with his Aunt Jennie and her family. During this
time he befriended a neighbour named Mrs. Elsie
Boulter. Ralph completed grade 8 in public
school and went to work full time age fifteen. He
was a mixed farm labourer for a few years and
became a Merchant Seaman after his aunt Jennie
Sandwith married Archie MacKay.

Ralph was employed by Canadian National
Steamship as a Marine Fireman early 1941 and
was based out of Saint John, NB. He served
aboard the R.J. Cullen, a steamship originally
named the Eastern Knight, one of four identical

- vessels built in 1919. Ralph made several trips

as part of a convoy escort between Eastern
Canada and the United Kingdom (UK) before his
vessel was shipwrecked in a storm off the
Hebrides Islands, Scotland in January 1942.

vessels. He later decided to quit the Merchant Marine and join the Canadian
Army, attesting 19 March 1943 at Vancouver, British Columbia (BC) age 20.
Ralph was then 5’4" tall, 128 Ibs with blue eyes. He wore glasses to correct
his short-sighted vision and was sent to Vernon, BC for basic training. Ralph
was allocated to the Canadian Armoured Corps (C.A.C.) and posted to the
C.A.C. Training Regiment at Camp Borden, ON 30 May 1943 for advanced
training. He qualified as Gunner Operator "C” 5 November 1943.



Camp Borden, ON WW2

Ralph was cleared for overseas service and
disembarked in the UK 1 December 1943 where

Army Form B 1974a.
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15t Hussars, 6 Canadian Armoured Regiment (6CAR) 26 July 1944,

The 15t Hussars formed
part of 2nd Canadian
Armoured Brigade
along with the Fort
Garry Horse (10t
Armoured Regiment)
and the Sherbrooke
Fusiliers (27t
Armoured Regiment).
6CAR supported 7t
Canadian Infantry
Brigade on D-Day to
establish a beach head
at Courseulles-sur-

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA
M e r’ Fra n Ce . Troops from the Royal Winnipeg Rifles and Regina Rifles watch as tanks of the 1st Hussars land near Courseulles-sur-Mer, France, on D-Day in

6CAR suffered 38 casualties on D-Day and continued to support 3™ Canadian
Infantry Division as they moved inland against the Germans, facing stiff
resistance when they were counterattacked. On 11 June 1944 the 1st
Hussars "B” Squadron was decimated during an abortive attack on the
village of Le Mesnil Patry, northwest of Caen, France. 6CAR participated in
the capture of Caen in July, followed by the Battle of Verrieres Ridge. The
Allies forced the Germans retreat from Normandy that summer.



The 1st Hussars helped clear Channel ports in September. 2" Canadian
Armoured Brigade had limited involvement in the Battle of the Scheldt that
fall due to the wet ground conditions in Belgium and the Netherlands. First
Canadian Army took up static positions around Nijmegen, Netherlands in
November against a well entrenched enemy.

The Allies Operation VERITABLE offensive was launched 8 February 1945,
with 2nd Canadian Armoured Brigade advancing into Cleve, Germany. The
second phase of the Allied offensive was Operation BLOCKBUSTER, which
began with their attempts to drive the Germans out of the Hochwald Forest.
The 15t Hussars “A” Squadron was assigned to the Black Watch of 5% Brigade
while “"B” and “C” Squadrons were supporting 8t Canadian Infantry Brigade
during their attack on Keppeln, Germany 26 February 1945. 6CAR “C”
Squadron was initially assigned to the Queens Own Rifles (QOR). Sergeant
Aubrey Cosens of the QOR received a posthumous Victoria Cross for his
heroic actions that day involving the 1st Hussars.

They then joined the North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment (NSR) with the
13 surviving tanks of “"C” Squadron. The 1st Hussars tanks picked up a
platoon of the NSR “"A” Company around 1400 hours and dashed towards
Keppeln, followed by "B” and “C” Companies on foot plus the battalion’s
Wasps (flamethrowers) and carriers, ready to engage opposing anti-tank
weapons. Enemy tanks on the outskirts of the village knocked out three of
6CAR’s Sherman tanks and were in turn set on fire by the Wasps. In the
face of heavy machine-gun fire the infantry platoon dismounted and made
its way into Keppeln, soon to be joined by the rest of "A” Company plus D"
Company brought up from reserve. The tanks moved in, and by 1700 hours
all objectives had been taken. The North Shores suffered 81 casualties that
day, 28 of them fatal. The 1st Hussars lost nine tanks to enemy action,
besides four bogged down and suffered several casualties 26 February 1945.

Following BLOCKBUSTER, 2" Canadian Armoured Brigade withdrew to the
Nijmegen area while the Allies worked towards building bridges to cross the
Rhine River with the Germans defending from the other side. Ralph had
been attached to 25 Canadian Armoured Delivery Regiment’s "C"” Squadron
in January and again in March 1945. His aunt Jennie MacKay contacted the
Salvation Army in Fredericton to
inquire about his well-being and
whereabouts, with the Canadian
~ Army replying back to them.

25 Canadlan Armoured Delivery




George T. Carpenter

General

%

Telephone
3-3814

HoQ . 405146468
(DaR.5(A))

2 Apr 45.

Brigadier Trnest H. Green,
The Salvation Army,
Divisional Headquarters,
50 Princess Street,

'Ssaint John, N. B.

K-50728, Tpr. McLENAHAN, Ralph Foster
X-4 List (Section C, Sqn. 25, Cdn. Armoured Delivery Regt.), C.A.C.
Sir:

Reference your letter 9 Mar 45 regarding the
marginally named, it is desired to inform you his name
has not appeared on any official casualty list received
at National Defence Headquarters.

So far as records indicate, he is in good
health ané serving with the Unit, as noted, Overseas.
No explanation, therefore, can be offered why his aunt
has not periodically received mail from him during the
period stated in your letter under reply.

His present address is as shown hereunder:

K-50728, Tpr. Ralph Foster licLenahan,
X-4 List (Section C, Saqn. 25, Cdn. Armoured
Delivery Regiment), C.A.C.,
21st Army Group,
, Canadian Army Overseas,

Yours truly,

\ S )

"/ (ciL.fatrin) Colonel, o
Director of Records,
for Adjutant-General.

o

AWD/CT

Benjumine Granies

Wommissionee

i
i —

The Salbation Army

(William Booth, Foumder)

Have Hou Read
“The Bar Cry"?

DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS T

NEW BRUNSWICK AND PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND |
50 PRINCESS STREET |

SAINT JOHN, N. B. {

9, 1945

Nar .

Colonel R. T, E, Hicks-Lyne,
Acting Director of Records,
National Defence Headqtrs.,
Ottawa, Ont.

Z‘/

Re Ralph McLenahan K502728

Dear Sir:

I have received the following letter from
Adjutant J, Monk, who is in charge of our work at
Fredericton, N.B. Any information you can give me
will be deeply appreciated by all concerned:-

"An Aunt of the above young man has cal led on us

to see if we could assist her in any way %o ascertain
if her nephew is still living or if by any chance

he was ill or wounded.

The last letter was received from him a year ago
last Christmas, his address at thzt time was,-
Spr. Mclenahan, B. Squadron, Ho. I Right, Anti-
Tank Brigade, C.A.C. Camp Bordan.

He was at that time leaving for Halifax to go
Overseas. Letters have been written and boxes sent
but relatives have received no acknowledgment of same.
The boy's father lives somewhere in Toronto, and the
Aunt thought if anything had happened to the boy, the
Father would have been notified as next of kin. They
have no communication with the father.

Could you pleese advise in this matter"

g ghatstrecn)

Thanking you!

EHG/CV

The 15t Hussars came under the command of 15t Canadian Infantry Division 6
April 1945, which had been redeployed from Italy to Northwest Europe.

They crossed the IJssel River
between Deventer and Zutphen,
Netherlands 12 April 1945 while
supporting 2" Canadian Infantry
Brigade.

6CAR’s next assignment was to
support 15t and 3™ Canadian
Infantry Brigades at Apeldoorn,
Netherlands.

Allied Operations Apeldoorn Area April
1945

Apeldoorn

Deventer

Allied Operations
along the Lower Rhine

(4]

Zutphen

Wesel



Lieutenant Edward Brock, a platoon leader with the 48t Highlanders,
recalled the battle that commenced 13 April 1945 in his memoir: “The battle
for Apeldoorn started with an amazing amount of support for we PBI (poor
bloody infantry) — more artillery, tank and air support than we had ever
seen before... We had the 15t Hussars for tank support with their versatile
Shermans and, all we need do was indicate points of resistance with our
tracer fire and they would hit the spot with those devastating 17 pounders.
They were the most willing tank support I ever saw and as long as we could
protect them against anti-tank fire, they would assist us in our attack.”

Apeldoorn was still occupied by Dutch citizens so the Canadians could not
bomb it. By midnight 13 April 15t Brigade had closed up to the Apeldoorn
Canal and the Royal Canadian Regiment (RCR) was running patrols in the
suburbs. That night a squadron of 15t Hussars and a company of RCR tried
to cross the canal but were rebuffed with the loss of two tanks.

6CAR “C” Squadron was still supporting the RCR on 14 April 1945. Their
plan of attack to take the bridge crossing the Appeldoorn Canal was not
successful due to their two leading tanks being stopped at a road block near
the bridge. This resulted in one tank being hit by a German anti-tank gun
and ‘brewed up’ (burning) with casualties. The other tank returned to 6CAR
Squadron Command with casualties and also caught fire. Ralph McLenahan
was one of the 6CAR casualties that day, originally reported missing and
then confirmed killed in action 15 April 1945, age 22.

1L =px L5

The plan adopted o -talke the bridge was as follows:
Two tks were to.follow a 5 minute.irty concentrution and move
ecross the bridge.:"Un & code word Trom the leading tks, 8
more tks, loaded with infantry were to move forward, consolidate
and mop . up, This gttack was not successful due to the leading
tks hitting a rd.block 50x from bridge, causing one tk to be
buzookoed, brew up and have casualtics; the other ik tc return
to Sqn Comd, with ocasualties and then brew ups  The rest of the
day, 3 Troops and HUF were concentrated in area 804040, 2 Troops
remaining Torward on outskirts of town with infantry, At 1800 hrs
an 0 Gp was held by infantry and 8qn suffered casusities, Extent:
1l Officer killed and 1 wounded,s Infantry lost 1 Officer killed
and 1 wounded, Remainder of night, the 2 Coys of infantry tried
to move forward without armour, but made no gains and suffered
casualties, Four 75mm tks were standing by all night to assist
infantry but were not used.

SQN 1OSSES

=:TankscBrewed,

2

1l - Officer and 3 ORs killed,
3 - Officers & 4 ORs woundsd,
3

- Missing,

6CAR War Diary “"C” Squadron Supplement 14 April 1945
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'l 23 years, formerly of Currieburg, York

TPR. . F. AT LENAHAN
KILLED IN AGTION

Born in Fredericton 23 Years
Ago—Was in Merchant Marine
Before Joining Army.

* Tpr. Ralph Foster McLenahan, age

County, N. B, was born in Frederic-
ton, son of Hazen and the late Mrs,
McLenahan.

He joined the Merchant Marines
early in 1941 making several trips to
British ports. The “R. J. Culler”
‘was shipwrecked on the Hebredies Is-
lands in February and he was rescued
and taken to Scotland. Returning, to
Canada still enthused over his work
as merchant seaman, he went to In-

TPR. R. F. McLENAHAN.

==

dia and returned safely. He joined
the army in March of 1943 in Vernon,
B. C,, training some months in Camp
Borden and going overseas in Decem-
ber of the same year. His death is
mourned by many relatives and
frieunds.

A letter has been received from
Rev. G. A. Adams, Chaplain for the
6th Canadian Armored Regiment.
Overseas, telling of the burial service
conducted on April 5th for Tpr. Ralph
McLenahan and others of his regi-
ment, who had taken part in a cour-
ageous dash to secure a bridge over a
canal which barred the advance of
the Allies to Appledoorn. His dead
body was found the following day
and was later interred in St. Josh-
gesticht Cemetery, a few miles east
of-Appledoorn. The burial service
included reading of Psalm 23 and
Rev. 21, 1-7, and prayers for those
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who mourn.

Fredericton Daily Gleaner May 1945

Ralph had identified his friend Elsie Boulter as his
next of kin when he enlisted and she received the
notification of his death.

50M-9:44'(5634)
H.Q. 1772331989
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CASUALTY (REPORT DELIVERY)

TO:-

CANADIAN NATIONAL
TELEGRAPHS
FILE H.Q. 405<i=}6,468

30 APRIL 1945

OTTAWA

HRS FLSIR ¢ POULTER
KDIGHURAT PARK
ROTHESAY N B

£ F DEEPLY RECRET T0 INFORM YOU, THAT K50728 TROOPER
RALFH POSTER MCLENAHAN PRYVICUSLY RUDORTED MISSING NOW OFFICIALLY W!PCRTED
KILLED IN AGTICN FIPTHINTH APRIL 1945 STCP W FURTHER IMFORMATION BECOMES

AVAILABLE IT WIIL BE PORVARDED AS S0ON A% RECRIVED

PREPAID
DIRECTOR OF RECORDS \

"Tpr. Ralph Foster McLenahan,
whose official next-of-kin is Mrs.
Elsie C. Boulter, Kinghurst
Farm, Rothesay, N.B.

The Province May 1945



Trooper R.F. McLenahan was
temporarily buried at Apeldoorn,
Netherlands and later relocated to
Holten Canadian War Cemetery, grave
reference I. E. 1.

Photo Credit lestweforget1945.com

K50728 . TROOPER

R.EMC LENAHAN
IST HUSSARS

ISTHEAPRIL: 19457 AGE 23

The inscription on his headstone:
“BEHOLD. I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW”

REV. XXI. 5

“BEHOLD: I'MAKE ALE THINGS NEVE"
REVEXNIZS, |

Ralph McLenahan’s campaign medals:

- 1939-45 Star

- France-Germany Star
- Defence Medal

- War Medal

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp

Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves.
Sources Consulted:
Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Library and Archives Canada



Veteran Affairs Canada - Canadian Virtual War Memorial
Ancestry public trees
Newspapers.com

R.J. Cullen shipwreck information and photo https://www.scottishshipwrecks.com/r-
j-cullen/

Camp Borden, ON tank picture https://www.ontrmuseum.ca/tankmuseum/blog-
post/ontr-tanks-of-second-world-war/

1t Hussars Regimental information and photos https://sharrob56.wixsite.com/first-
hussars-wwii/blank-1

15t Hussars cap badge picture https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-
defence/services/military-history/history-heritage/official-military-history-
lineages/lineages/armour-regiments/1st-hussars.html

15t Hussars battle information https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Hussars
Julian Matheson, 1%t Hussars Museum https://www.first-hussars.ca/

Operation Blockbuster information
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/UN/Canada/CA/Victory/Victory-19.html

25 Canadian Armoured Delivery Regiment photo
https://www.silverhawkauthor.com/post/25th-armoured-delivery-regiment-the-
elgin-regiment-and-1st-armoured-personnel-carrier-regiment-1944-1945

Adams, Sharon. 2021. Canadian Summer in Apeldoorn. Legion Magazine.
https://legionmagazine.com/en/2021/04/canadian-summer-in-apeldoorn/

Brock, Edward (Memoir). My Last Battle.
https://www.canadianletters.ca/content/document-17852

Allied operations map Apeldoorn area and battle details
https://www.canadiansoldiers.com/history/battlehonours/northwesteurope/apeldoo
rn.htm

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact
info@facestograves.nl



https://legionmagazine.com/en/2021/04/canadian-summer-in-apeldoorn/
https://www.canadianletters.ca/content/document-17852
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https://www.canadiansoldiers.com/history/battlehonours/northwesteurope/apeldoorn.htm
mailto:info@facestograves.nl

H.Q. 405-M-46468
D.R. 2(b)

12th July, 1945.

Dear Mrs. MacKay:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter
of recent date, in which you made enquiries re-
garding your late nephew, K.50728 Trooper Ralph
Foster McLenahan.

In reply I beg to advise Mrs, Elsie C.
Boulter, Kinghurst Farm, Rothesay, N.B. is listed
in his documents as the next-of-kin.

In view of the above all correspondence
relative to the regretted death of your nephew
hes been despateched to Mrs. Boulter in accordance
with the policy of the Canadian Arry.

detaifs g 7 tr
For your information, the only infeorm- > ) Hloteen
atien at hend indicates Trooper MclLenahan was <
killed in action the 15th of April, 1945, while 7) y et
serving with the 6th Armoured Regi:,nent (ist Hussars) S Vo the ; 3
in the Western Furopean theatre of war. ) T ATt Vitzrnal

Details regsrding fatal casualties, other f
than the above, are not made known to this Orffice, Ll
however, they are contazinsd in a letter which is Z7‘ /o)
despatched direct to the next-of-kin from the g
Unit in the theatre of operations.

I st 1y trust the ab 111 clarif ¢ 2
sincerely trus ¢ above w clarify ; : 2 ¥
the matter at hand. : ?&m, of bt <y /A‘M&C
WMM,,Q/%,M ;,,_,,,7
Yours sincerely, </ B e . e s
W " SO é"f{ Jrnownco Fleyi o
el g 7y /W 145 Vorerrie ot e
(C.L. Laurin) Colonel ! : Z :
Mrs. Archie MacKay, Director of Records, e 'a"”“"éi'—;"" 2 o Gl —F LT
. 378 Saunders St. for Adjutant-General. Pt /), s £, Gravs/. _
Fredericton, N.B. M _qdotiilin iy Jrave paol M/MA
FDB/RC b i e /a««mﬁf
/’M& /M
Ol
PA MLllew
A 1ys
cliten. /
HOLLAND

McLENAHAN, Hazen, Morrison— ‘-
ter a lengthy illness at Sunnybrouk
Hospital on Frigday, July 25, 1969,
Hazen Morrison MclLenahan, Reg.
NO. m“; Gdnﬂef,_ CFA. FOmef' Toronto Star 1969
ly of New Brunswick, Son of the
late John and Jemima McLenahan.
Funeral service was held at the
Trull Funeral Home, 2704 Yonoe
Street on Saturday meorning. Inter-
ment York Cemetery.
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