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Miller, Glen Edmund 

Sergeant 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment  

Royal Canadian Infantry Corps 

M/106949 

 

 

 

 

Glen Edmund Miller was born 29 September 1921 at the hamlet of Meanook 

near Athabasca in northern Alberta (AB).  His Danish father Julius Jasper 

Miller emigrated to Canada in 1904.  His mother Ruby Alena Moulton, of 

English descent, moved west from Ontario with her family to Wynyard, 

Saskatchewan (SK) around that time.  The couple were married at Wynyard 

in 1908 and farmed at nearby Kandahar, SK.   

Their first three children Annie, Damus and George came before Canada 

entered World War One.  Julius 

attested with the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force at Winnipeg, 

Manitoba in 1916 and was sent 

overseas the next year.  He suffered 

a gun shot wound to his right knee 

and was discharged as physically 

unfit due to his wound December 

1918 after the war ended.  Upon 

returning home he met his daughter 

Ruby Ethel, born while he was away. 

Julius borrowed money from the 

Soldier Settlement Board in 1919 

and decided to homestead in the 
Athabasca district of Alberta.  
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Norman and Glen were born there before tragedy struck in 1923.  Julius died 
from a heart condition brought on by his war experience at age 37 while 

butchering a calf to feed his family.  His widow Ruby and their young 
children struggled to keep their mixed farm at Meanook going.  She cooked 

for threshing crews and took in teacher boarders to earn some money.  The 
next year the Soldier Settlement Board demanded that a loan payment be 

made and foreclosed on the Miller homestead, selling off their equipment 

and livestock. 

They were fortunate to be provided with a rent fee house by the community 

in Meanook where the children attended school.  A Scotsman named Fred 

Macintyre was a teacher there who was also a Great War veteran.  He loved 
the Miller children and became their stepfather after marrying Ruby in 1926.  

Fred and Ruby had two surviving children: Donald and Dorothy, half-siblings 
to Glen.  All their children were given a Presbyterian upbringing.  Glen’s 

eldest sister Annie became a nurse and sadly died in 1934. 

Glen stayed in school until completing 
grade 7, quitting to work full time on his 

stepfather Fred’s half-section (320 acres) 
farm age fourteen.  He learned to drive 

tractors and trucks and was left to 

manage the farm when his parents 
moved to Vancouver, British Columbia 

around 1938.  He also became interested 

in blacksmithing and welding. 

The four youngest brothers George, Norman, Glen and Donald enlisted after 

World War Two broke out.  Glen had by then acquired the farm from Fred 
and arranged for his eldest brother Damus to look after it while he was 

away.  Glen attested 3 March 1943 at 
Edmonton, AB age 21.  He was then a 

big man at 6’ tall and 170 lbs.  The 

Medical Examiner noted that he had a 
hernia repaired in 1942.  Glen 

contracted the mumps and spent 10 
days at the Edmonton Military 

Hospital in April before taking his 

basic training at Wetaskiwin, AB.   

Canadian Army basic training Wetaskiwin, AB 

Glen was sent to Calgary, AB for advanced infantry training May 1943 where 

he was promoted to acting Lance Corporal.  He was cleared for overseas 
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service and following embarkation leave was shipped overseas, 

disembarking in the UK 1 September 1943 where he reported to the 

Canadian Infantry Reinforcement Unit.  Glen reverted rank to Private and 

was selected for duty as a replacement soldier with 1st Canadian Infantry 

Division which was engaged in the Italian campaign.  He disembarked in 

Italy 7 November 1943 and was taken on strength by the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment (LER) the next day.  

The LER, also known as the ‘Loyal Eddies’ formed part of 2nd Brigade with 
the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) and the Seaforth   

Highlanders of Canada.  2nd Brigade and 1st Canadian Infantry Division 
(1CID) had served in the Italian campaign since summer 1943.  Glen was 

admitted to 15 Canadian General Hospital for most of December 1943 and 
some of January 1944 for synovitis of his right knee.  Glen was reappointed 

acting Lance Corporal with the LER 10 May 1944 and promoted to acting 

Sergeant later that month with his rank substantiated 29 August 1944.   

Glen was wounded when he was a member 

of a LER reconnaissance party near San 

Fortunato, Italy 19 October 1944 and 

remained on duty. 

Edmonton Journal December 1944 

Soon after he was admitted to 
5 Canadian Field Ambulance 

11 November 1944 and was 
diagnosed with hepatitis.  Glen 

spent 17 days at 1 Canadian 

General Hospital for treatment 
that month.  Following a rest 

period at the town of Riccione near Rimini, 1CID was given the job of 
breaking through a succession of closely spaced rivers and canals including 

the Lamone and Senio Rivers in early December 1944.  They forced the 
Germans back beyond the Naviglio Canal where the Hastings and Prince 

Edward Regiment were hanging on to a foothold they had gained.  On 13 
December the LER “C” and “D” Companies moved up with some tanks from 

the British Columbia Dragoons to reinforce them.  After two more days, the 
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Germans gave up and retreated to the Senio River line under pressure of an 
attack by all three battalions of 2nd Brigade.  By Christmas Allied Command 

decided that no further efforts would be made to break through the German 
lines for the rest of the winter.  The enemy kept up an aggressive program 

of raiding and patrolling through January and February 1945. 

The LER and 1CID were redeployed to 
Northwest Europe early in 1945 under Operation 

GOLDFLAKE . 

Allied ship loaded with vehicles and supplies entering 

Marseilles, France Harbour 1945 during Operation 

GOLDFLAKE 

Glen disembarked with his regiment at 
Marseilles, France 16 March 1945 and travelled 

in convoy with 1CID to Belgium.   

The Loyal Eddies and 2nd Brigade crossed 
the Ijssel River between Zutphen and 

Deventer in the Netherlands 11 April 1945 

to support 3rd Canadian Infantry Division.   

PPCLI preparing to cross Ijssel River 11 April 1945 

They deployed into position as a bridgehead 
on the left flank of the Seaforths on the 

west side of the Ijssel by 0145 hours 12 
April.  “C” Company then relieved a 

company of Seaforths.  A pontoon bridge 
was rapidly constructed and all necessary 

battalion vehicles were able to cross by 

0315 hours.   

The LER “A” Company advanced south at 
1430 hours 12 April 1945, supported by artillery fire and a troop of tanks to 

attack the enemy positioned at a dyke wall west of the river.  They captured 
13 prisoners.  “D” Company made a similar advance, using mortars and 

flame throwers.  “B” Company then made their advance and by 1715 hours 

were firm on their objectives.   

The next morning, 13 April 1945, LER “B” and “C” Companies attacked, 

crossing the dyke with the latter quickly achieving their objective.  “B” 

Company reached their objective capturing 16 prisoners and suffering four 
casualties.  “D” Company also achieved their objective and reconnaissance 
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patrols were sent forward.  By the 
end of the day the total number of 

prisoners of war taken were one 
officer and 94 other ranks.  

Sergeant Glen Miller was one of 
the LER casualties that day, killed 

in action age 23.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

Edmonton Journal May 1945  
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Sergeant G.E. Miller was temporarily buried 
at Gorssel, Netherlands and later relocated 

to Holten Canadian War Cemetery, grave 

reference II. C. 12.                       

                  Photo Credit lestweforget1945.com       

 The inscription on his headstone:  

ALBERTA’S SOD,   

AND HERE…. 

HE PLOWED WITH FURROW STRAIGHT 

FOR YOU… AND GOD 

 

 

Vancouver Sun, April 1945 

 

Glen Miller’s campaign medals:  

- 1939-1945 Star 

- Italy Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- War Medal 

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal/Clasp 
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Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves. 

Sources Consulted: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Library and Archives Canada 

Veteran Affairs Canada – Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

Newspapers.com  

Ancestry.com 

Ruby Alena Moulton Miller McIntyre Autobiography (1962) 

Athabasca, AB Elevators photo http://www.prairie-towns.com/athabasca-

images.html 

Wetaskiwin, AB Canadian Army Training Centre WW2 photo 

https://www.pipestoneflyer.ca/marketplace/remembering-when-second-world-war-

training-came-to-wetaskiwin-

6869869#:~:text=During%20the%20Second%20World%20War,Wetaskiwin%20Di

strict%20Heritage%20Museum%20Centre. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment cap badge picture 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/military-

history/history-heritage/official-military-history-lineages/lineages/infantry-

regiments/loyal-edmonton.html 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum 

https://www.lermuseum.org/news/72-world-war-2-remembered-loyal-edmonton-

regiment-1945-q2  

Operation GOLDFLAKE information and photo 

https://www.silverhawkauthor.com/post/operation-goldflake-i-canadian-corps-

move-from-italy-to-northwest-europe-1945 

 

 

* Do you have a photo of this soldier or additional information please contact 

info@facestograves.nl     
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Glen’s mother Ruby Macintyre later wrote an autobiography during the 

Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, titled “Why Women Hate War”. 
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Damus Miller had a son Glen Albert named 
after his fallen brother, who died at age 20 in a 

tragic multiple vehicle collision in 1967. 

           Grande Prairie Daily Herald Tribune 2 Aug 1967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby Alena Moulton Miller Macintyre 

 

 

 

 

 

          Vancouver Sun 1973 


