
George A M McCourtie	 	 	 Lieutenant	 	 	 03 F 6

in May 2023 a Canadian family visited the information centre and War 
Cemetery. They were looking for information about George McCourtie, a 
relative of theirs. It turned out that they were the first relatives to view the 
grave. An unique visit from Canada. For me enough reason to dig in and try 
find something about the background of this soldier.


On November 2, 1918, just before the end of 
World War I, George Alfred McLean McCourtie is 
born in Banff, Scotland. His parents are Alfred 
(English) and Georgina McCourtie, née McLean. 
They were married in Scotland in 1918. His father 
had already emigrated to Canada in the early 
1900’s. He was a veteran of World War I and lost 
his hearing through injury while serving with the 
Canadian Army in France.





“Nancy said this photo (on the right) was taken 
just before they came over from Scotland.The 
back of the photo is like a post card and reads, 
"With love + best wishes, Cissie".  Cissie is 
allegedly Georgina.”


If this is correct the baby on the photo is 
George. 


The young family arrives in Halifax on December 
13, 1919 with the 
Carmania from Liverpool. 
In 1921 they are living in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario.


There the family is expanded with his brother 
David and five sisters; Helen, Mary, Ann, Sheila 
and Margaret.


George enjoys 3 years of High School and then serves in the 'Active Militia' (as 
Canada's standing army was called at that time) from May 1937 to August 
1939. There he learns some useful skills such as card reading and shooting 
with a Vickers Gun (machine gun). He is considered to have a very cheerful 
nature and has considerable spirit.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_army


On September 8, 1939, just days after the British Empire's declaration of war 
on Germany, George volunteered with the Canadian Army, or as it is called 
then the Canadian Active Service Force (CASF). He is soon promoted to Lance 
Sergeant in the Royal Canadian Regiment and gets service number P/16446. 
He is 1.65m tall and weighs 65 kg. He has reddish brown hair and blue eyes, is 
healthy and indicates that he would like to become a pilot.


On December 30, 1939 George arrives in Gourock, Scotland and follows a 
'Cypher course' in London. That is a training for encoding and decoding 
(decrypting) messages. Both warring parties were constantly eavesdropping on 
each other. Most messages were encrypted and in order to read them they had 
to be decoded.


After being hospitalised for more than two months with a concussion, he was 
further trained at the Intelligence School Cipher Course from July 1941. They 
speak highly of George there, and they reckon he has sufficient leadership 
qualities to become an officer.


In August 1941, George was added to the HQ of the 1st Canadian Corps for 
R&Q. That stands for Rations & Quarters. That means he is involved in 
organising and administering food and shelter for the military.


On November 8, 1943 he is allowed to go to Canada on leave and shortly 
afterwards he is admitted to the OTC (Officers Training Corps). He manages to 
achieve the rank of Lieutenant and gets his driver's license.


After two weeks on a troup ship he arrived in the UK on December 9, 1944. He 
has no combat experience and the Canadian army needs skilled soldiers at the 
front quickly because of the great losses they suffered during the Battle of the 
Scheldt. George is being trained at the Training school Battle Wing. The 
demands of modern warfare ensured that soldiers required thorough training 
to be effective. Apart from instilling discipline and dealing with fundamental 
matters such as drill and physical fitness, training had also to prepare troops to 
handle a wide range of weapons and equipment, ranging from rifles to 
wireless/radio sets and vehicles. Knowledge of these in turn had to be set 
against a tactical framework that was understood by every soldier.


Eventually, he arrives on the European continent on April 14, 1945 and is on a 
reserve list for a few days until he is assigned to the 13th Battalion, Perth 
Regiment on April 18.


They are at that time located in the Harderwijk area. Three days later, the 
regiment is moved northeastwards. Around Delfzijl, fierce opposition is still 
being offered by the Germans. Despite the fact that at that time, large parts of 
Germany had already been liberated by the Allies. On the night of April 23 to 
24, the Perths come from the north and entered Krewerd. Because the 
Canadians are too visible and vulnerable during the day, they only fight at 
night. George's unit is also being heavily attacked by the German battery 



Nansum, part of the Atlantic Wall. The Flak battery has four 105mm guns at its 
disposal. The Canadians dig in and because of the difficult terrain supporting 
tanks can't reach the infantry. At the beginning of the day, "B" Company and 
3" mortars laid down smoke and Holwierde was taken. Three Germans were 
captured. Intense enemy shelling continued throughout the afternoon and the 
Canadians suffered a fair number of casualties.


On that bright spring day, Tuesday, April 24, 
1945, Lieutenant George McCourtie lost his life 
along with 7 other Canadian soldiers. At the 
end of April 1945, 44 Canadians are buried on 
the outskirts of Wirdum, prov. Groningen. 
There is now a sign with information on that 
spot.


George, and many other Canadians killed nearby, are commemorated on a 
plaque in Holwierde church. 







Almost a year later, George McCourtie is reburied on April 15, 1946 on the 
Canadian Field of Honour in Holten in plot III, row F, grave 6.




Honours:

Canadian Volunteer Service Medal & Leaf

1939-43 Star

France & Germany Star

Defence Medal

War Medal 1939-45
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