In Memory of
Sergeant WESLEY R. McKEITH

B/61487, 6th Armd. Regt., 1st Hussars, R.C.A.C.

who died age 23
on 14 April 1945

Son of John Thomas McKeith and Helen McKeith;

husband of Eleanor McKeith, of Vancouver, British

Columbia.
Remembered with honour
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MEMORIAL BOOKLET

IN HONOUR OF SERGEANT WESLEY ROBERT McKEITH

The miormation 1 this booklet has been pathered together 1o perpeiuate the
memory of my Uncle — Wesfey MeKeith — who was Killed in action during the
Second World War

All my lifi: [ have heard stories abom Wes from my Mother - Marjoerie MeKeith
sister to Wes, 5o it is with spechn’ thards to her that she hazs kept his memony
alive. With her amazing memory, she is shitl able 1o recall events and dates thai
have happened over the past 86 vears of her life. The volume of informaton and
docomentation she gathered over the vears has been a tremendons help in learning
about Wes's ife and his personality.

Special thanks w my husband - Richard Newell, (WO Retired) — for his support
and ihe interest be shared m gathering and understanding the information about
Wes, Hie mildary expertise and compater knowledge contributed o thas booklet

Special thanks 0 my second cousin — Sandra (MeKeith) 1ihealf — For the crucial
roke she played m the naming of McKeith Lake m northern SK. [ Aug 2004)

Special thares o the Veterans of the [st Hussars - Trooper Bert Felton, Sergeant
Ernie Malacke and Joe Forster — all of whom knew Wes while they were
stationed overseas, Cur fanuby will be forever thankiul to these men who took the
time fo respond to my reguest for mfommaiion abowt Wes as posted in the “Losg
Traiis Section of the Leglon Masazine™

Specnal thanks 1o Eleanor [Smith) (McKeith) Dallen [or sharing ber memwones and
memorabilia of her time wath Wes. Tt is anly recently that we have been able
make contact with each other and T will be forever thankfal to her for thiz,

As g result of this booklet, [ have grown an enormous appregiation for all the Men
and Women who lived throagh and / or served in any War and for those who to this
day are / have been part of the Canadian Armed Forces

Ciaviene Newell
Movember 2006




5-{32an Hcaim!r Robert Mekeith -



Sergeant Wesley Robert McKeith *B61487*  1921-1945

Wes was born and raised on a farm in Hazenmore, 5K, He was the son of John and Helen, special brother to
sister Marjorie and brother Stewart. Wes followed the same lifestyle that many lads his age did. He went to
high school, did farm chores, and enjoyed plaving softball & hockey. He also worked as a mechanic and a
truck driver. However, by 1940, with farming still going through difficult times and work scarce, he decided
to go east, He moved to Toronlo where he stayed with relatives and got a job with a Steel Wares Co.

While in Toronto, Wes became interested in the War movement and voluntarily enlisted in the Canadian
Army (Active) on May 22, 1941. He joined the Ontario Tank Regiment and did his military training in
Toronta, Newmarket and Camp Borden where he eventually became a Gunnery Instructor. He was
described as a pleasant, cooperative individual with a good conduct record, and above average intelligence.

In July of 1942, Wes married Eleanor, his girlfriend from Aneroid, a town very close to Hazenmore, Wes’
parents, John and Helen, travelled the long distance to Toronto to be there for this happy occasion. In Dec
1942, Wesley™s sister Marjorie and her hushand were transferred from Yorkton, Sk to Hagersville, ON
where her husband was & Flving Instructor with the RCAF. This was timely, as it allowed the two couples to
keep in contact and visit each other, Marjorie was especially blessed 1o have the opporiunity to have a
personal visit with Wes just davs before his deplovmient overscas.

On Sept 13, 1943, Wes and his fellow servicemen from Camp Borden, were shipped overseas to the United
Kingdom. The Canadians underwent many training exercises and Wes was assigned to the 1% Hussars of
the Royal Canadian 6™ Armoured Regiment - C Squadron. On July 2, 1944 the unit was deployed to the
Weatern Evropean Theatre of War Operations. Records show that the Regiment conducted their operations
in France, Belgium, Holland and on into Germany.

On April 19, 1945, the Regiment’s Chaplin sent a letter home stating that Wes was killed in action in
Holland on April 14™ and that his death was "mercifully instantaneous’. Recently, contact has been made
with a comrade who was with Wes at the time of his death.  He has informed us that “rwo Sherman Tamks
head gone out on g mission on the pight of April 13%. It was when they were returning from a road block at
the entrance to Apeldoorn that an armour piercing shell kit the top of the tank 's turrer. Bath Wes, who was
the Crew Commander, amd the Wireless Operaior died instanily; they never knew what kit them; they didn 't
suffer at all. The other four crew menbers survived ", Three weeks later - May 05, 1945 - the German
troops finally surrendered in Holland.

Wesley’s final resting place is in the Holten Canadian War Cemetery, Holland. There are 1,355 Canadian
servicemen buried in this cemetery, of which, ffty-nine are from SK. The people of Holland never forpot
their liberators. Ever since the war ended. Dutch children annuallv place flowers on each of these well kept

ETaves.

After the war, the town of Hazenmore honoured the local veterans of WWT & WWTI with their names on
plaques situated at the entrance to the cemetery. Over the years, these plaques became weathered and so in
1904, Wes' sister Marjorie had the plaques replaced with a newer set. Both of these “acts of remembrance”
were done to ensure that the Veterans will not be forgotten and will remain “forever young".

Allan McKeith, a cousin to Wesley, joined the RCAF in 1940, Flight Sergeant Allan was killed in action,
April 6, 1942, In recognition of their ultimate sacrifice, “McKeith Lake”, in northern SK. (58% 52°N,
107* 39" W) is named in honour of both Wesley and Allan. (Aug 04, 2004)
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Fortunately Memories are Forever,
For Me They are Special,
The Old and The New...

By Eleanor Dallen
December 2006



There were many couples from my era — 63 plus years ago — with similar memories of
loss and life gone awry at a young age. Thankfully, some of us eventually returned to
our beginnings and started over. ...

.... | met Wes quite by chance one weckend when my girlfriend’s parents were driving to
Hazenmore, so that their other daughter could spend the weekend with a girlfriend -
Marjorie McKeith. My friend and 1 went along for the ride. 1t was there that | met Marj's
brother — Wesley McKeith. We were about 16 — 17 years old, | believe.

It was a few months later before Wes and | finally had a one-on-one meeting at a dance in
my hometown of Aneroid. The habit was for the males to gather at the entrance end of the
hall while the gals sat along the walls. It was a surprise when Wes appeared out of the
crowd, coming across the dance Moor towards me, and even more so when he recognized

mic:

The seven miles between our two towns made it

a problem for us to see each other often. When
Wes started working at the local Grocery Store

in Hazenmore, he had the use of a truck which
allowed for guick trips to visit me in Aneroid.

Our time together was limited since 1 had a 10 pm
curfew and he had 1o get the truck back to the store,
We dated until Wes had to go down cast to look for
work in Toronto. He stayed with relatives there and
soon became interested in the war movement. In
1941 he joined the Cat Tank Corps, was posted 1o
Petawawa and then on to Camp Borden, Ontario.

As promised, Wes came home for Xmas 1941,
Seeing him in uniform was a shock and the war
suddenly became very real. | spent Christmas Eve
and Christmas moming at the McKeith home with
Wes, his parents and his brother & sister. To top it
all, I received my engagement ring from under the
tree! He was full of surprises! At that point, in front
of everyone, it was more or less - will you take #7?
Pretty confident, the ring presentation, plus the
Wedding already planned with his Aunt Rita in Mes « Eleanor - frevord, Sk- 1940
Toronto.




Cheistoas 19%1 _ Hazenmere.
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Wes + his Wem — Helory .“'Lﬁ“ : Mo, Ues, Shemer « Helery

Thanks to Wes and his Aunt Rita, our Wedding was what we wanted. Our only regret was
my Mother's health didn’t allow her to travel. Our Hotel suite overlooked the city of
Toronto. 1 was small town impressed by the whole big city, the view, and everything thai
had been accomplished — much to Wes' amusement. From there we had a couple days ai
MNiagara Falls doing the usual tourist rounds - then it was back to Camp Borden for Wes.

Wes was home most weckends, we were on a continual merry-go-round - the " Happy
CGangs ", Saturday night Titmey Dances, mid-night dance cruises, long weekends to the
lake. generally several car loads of us. This truly made up for our separations. We did a
lot of living in a very short few months - a happy, fun time, During the week., | worked at
a paper box factory, which was walking distance from our suite.

Christmas came very quickly that vear. Being in the Service, we had priority with
Staterooms on the train. We spent most of our time at my hometown of Aneroid. The
Mew Year's Eve Dance was at the Armories — we were able to go until madnight. Dad got
us to Swift Current for the Sam tramn — Wes had to be back. Enroute, Wes explained to
Dad that he was classed “wnfif for active duty ™ as he had had a mastoidectomy when he
wits 4 years old.

On our return to Toronto, Wes learned that he could live off base so we moved to Alliston
where he was home every night. He was now a Lance Sergeant instructing Officers. By
Sept 1943 the inevitable happened - Wes was being deployed.



... Each morning when he left, we never knew
if he’d be home that night or not, Tt went on
long enough that the night he didn’t come home
was a shock. [t was still dark out when the last
I saw of him. | watched from our bedroom
window - he would turn every few steps and
wave. [t was almost two weeks before there
was any word; even then, it was “somewhere
int Britain”. We both thought he was sent to
continue instructing,

| returned home to Saskatchewan — shared an
apartment with my cousin in Regina. She was

the first to get the dreaded telegram. Her husband i

was in England at the Boseng State Hospital and S:p'l."’-!;- Ermbarked for
would be returning to a Winnipeg Hospital. He overseas from GampWrdsor
was diagnosed as “war shock " — paralyzed from MNowa | Semria | z
face to foot. He only lived two vears. Sept 13- Disembarked,

‘fﬂh‘-ﬁd — IR

I'was next. | saw the Officer enter the place where I worked - [ ran for home, just wanting
o get away, where they couldn’t give the telegram to me or tell me, so that it wouldn't be
true, but it was. 1 don’t recall phoning Wes” parents, but they came. [ think [ was numb
but then it hil me.

Wes™ Grandad had given him a Bible, which he took overseas with him, [t was never
returned. He was gone by the time | received his last two letters. He had been able to give
those last letters to a retwrning member at the Field Hospital {where Wes was a patient at
the time — Jan 1945) to be mailed in Canada. They were the only un-censored letters | ever
received In those last letters, he had written that — “fe had been blown from the top of the
fank - had got his crew out - was badly bruised and sore bur ambulatory — was sure he
would be among the next shipped owt, as were those af the hospiial ", His plan - he would
contact me once in Canada. | was to be ready Lo take the train he would be on as it passed
through Regina. Losing those letters was a loss; the envelopes were stamped in Canada.
(Instead, he was sent back to the warfroni!)

I drifted for a couple of months, home to Aneroid, back to Regina, to my cousin’s in
Winnipeg, down to our Aunt’s in the States.



... There is no describing, even today, the lost, angry, hopelessness of that period. Wes
was lied to, used, and then sent back to the front injured! The happy ever after didn’t
happen [or us — 17 1l does for anyone — bul what we had. although short, was more than
many have ever had. 1t isn’t a figment of time or age; | knew then 1 should have been
thankful, not so bitter, difficult to accept the inevitable at 23 (years of age), it will come to
all of us, one way or another,

nnnnn - 8o Be It! cmeaee=

.... | have no idea if any of this saga will enlighten your mind. There are so many side
events to our lives: it would take a book to write it all.

My Wes was a quiet spoken, friendly individual with everyone, bul among those he
particularly enjoved and was comfortable with, he shone. He also had another side; he
never forgot an insult or what he considered an injustice. There was not turning the other
cheek. He liked his beer and a party — definitely a man’s man, he wasn't adverse to female
attention but read situations well. He had a happy face. Anything that pleased him, |
would get a spontancous hug — sure we were probably still in " Hoemey-Moon Made " — but

hoped it would never change.

I will be 85 on Feb 14* (2007), still drive, walk, do any type of handwork and try o keep
up with all the action. Please excuse my scribble, have arthritic fingers, so little control.

Sincerely. Eleanor
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BEM). ORAMES WILLIAM BOOTH GEQ. L. CARPENTER
FOARADER DEFERLAL

" Keap in fouch with the folks at home'’

ON ACTIVE SERVICE

with the

CANADIAN FORCES
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SERGEANT WESLEY ROBERT McKEITH
6™ Canadian Armoured Regiment
Service No. B - 61487

REVIEW OF MILITARY FILES:

May 22, 1941 - enlisted in Toronto in the Omtario Tank Regiment, Cdn Army (Active)
Traimed in Toronto and Newmarket, OM /' Gunnery Course - 93%

Promotions came quickly

Tank Instructor at Camp Borden, ON prior to going overseas in Sept 1943

Class 111 Dyiver {wheeled) / Assistant Instructor Badge (gun) /' Gunnery Instroctor

Took part in the invasion of France and the Low Countries

Good conduct record / appearance / pleasant manner | co-operative personality / impresses
frvourably / above average intefligence / a man”™s man

Bom in Hazenmore, SK where he was very promment m local social circles and beloved by all
who had the pleasure of his acquamniance / kind person / likealble

Killed in action Apnil 14, 1945 when tank he was assigned, was in the vanguard on an attack and
was hil twice near a roadblock. Thev were compelled to withdraw at speed.  He was first bunied
in & hospital cemetery at S Joseph Gestricht, a few miles east of Apeldoom,

I 1946 was buned in Holten Cda War Cemigtery, Holland: Flet 11 Row D Grave 5

“HAZENMORE HISTORY BOOK" (2004) — Rex & Doreen Mayo p.420

“ During the war, Bex was initially statfoned in France and Belgium. in July of 1944 he was

wetided in the war and sent ro England for twe montlis fo recover. He was then re-stationed in
Halleowd. Rex was amongst the soldiers wha landed in Framce on D-Day where some of the heaviest
Jighting tock place. Wes McKeith, a fellow Hazenmore resident was also overseas. Wes and Rex
agrecd thay if one of them were Rilled, the survivor wowld deliver a personal message o the other
one s parents, Unforiunately, Wes was kilfed and when Rex returmed o Canado in 1945, he colled
o John and Helen MoK eith, a8 was their poct. Rex would rever toalk very much about fis war
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6 Cdn. Armd Fegt.
LY B e

19 April 1945

Dear Mra., MeXeitho
It is with real rTagreat that 1 have to writs ta you of the death of yeur

I'Irl-lltll'lﬂ mt‘# We Hil Hﬂ-iu'l-

He was killed in sction em 14 April 1945, His tank was hit twice near a rosd-
block and they wers compeslled to withdraw at aspeed. This saved the life of twe ##
of the crew but befors the remainder could bale out the tank blew up. Your
husband’'s desath was mercifully instantansous.

He is buried in the cemetary of the hospital at St. Jesephzestloht a few
miles east of Appledoorn, Holland, om 15 april.

At the sarvice we read tha twenty-third psalm and alse Rewelation,
chapta? Z1 verass 1-7

Among the prayers we had the follewlng:

" 0 Father of all, we pray te thss for those whom we love, but ses no longer.
Grant them Thy peace: let light perpstual shine upen themj and im Thy leving
wisdon and almighty power work in them the geed purpese af Thy perfect will.

Almighty Cod, Father of all mercles and giver of all comfort: Deal graciously, we
pray thee, with thess who mourn that casting every care on thes, they say know the

cons elstion of Thy leve”,

- It ia iraglo that this evil war shemld bring serrew and misery to so many
milliens of peacs leving people, but until such time as Christisn truth is

believed and practiced we may expect man's wrong deing te cause unha pplness,

Though it is inevitable that we sheuld have serrew in the pessing away frem
us of theas we lave, yst we have the hope of the rTesurrsctisn to sternal lifs,

Géd will make all things new. New life, new abllities, new epportunities of sarvice,
new joys, and the venewal of friendships begun in thels life.

Having this balief makes pur Borrew more bearable. Believing #at God ia
love we can frustingly leave our leved ones in His leving care, knowing that he
understands them and leoves them mere than we can, and that God himself wants them
te find real and lastlng happineks.

It 1= our duty to carry en. If we want a world of peace and good will we

must &0 live that we help to strengthen the influence of what ia true and just and
good, To make the ssorifice of ou loved onew worth while we sursalves muEt work
for the better world fer which they dled,

The afficers and men of the regiment jein with me in sending thelr very
real aympathy.

- Yours &incerely,
George H. Adams

Chaplain

i-fm actusl fact, twe Aved

« the est swevived. ...









Tha Canadian Memerial Cross was presented to Eleanor upon e
death of Wes. She has now awen fis & Gonleng Newell . W=
hes witimate Wish “to fud a Final home for ~ Wed Gmmemarative
fyass — a ?'lrn.t:: where he was Knewn | fﬁ?ld“d ¢ Mest of a\\- love rik\.

- Ok 200l -




MEDALS AWARDED:

The 1939-1945 Star
- gwarded for a minimum of 180 days operanonal service between 03 Sepe 1939
and 02 Sepr 19435, The ribbon Golours symbolize the Royal and Merchant Navies
{dark blue), the Army (red) and the Royal Air Force (pale biue).

The France and Germany Star
= awarded for operanonal service in France, Belrum, Holland, Luxembourg or
Genmamy betwesn D-Day and the Gennan sumrender, (2. between 06 Tune 1944
. and 08 May 1945). Prior qualification for the 1939 — 1945 Star was not required.
The nibbon colours, besides being those of the Tnion Jack, represent the national
colours of France, Holland and Liembourg (with Belgium having been
forgotten ).

The Defence Medal
= vartous eriteria and rules apply for this medal’s award, the mam one is service in
. noar-operational areas subjected to air atack or closely threatened for a minimum

of thres years, The ribbon colours are symbolic of the enemy attacks (flame
colour) on the (green) Brinish Isles whereas the black stripes stand for the black-
oul dhuring the war years.

& The War Medal 1939 = 1945
- mimimum of 28 dayvs of service, whether operational or non-operational, in the
Ammed Forees sufficed for this medal, The ribbon enbours represent the Union
Jack

The Canadian Voluntary Service Medal
thiz silver medal was authonized in 1943 for award to all ranks of the Canadian
Anmed Forces who volumeered for semvice and effectively served a minimum of
1% months during WW11, Serving abroad qualified for a maple leaf har.

The Canadian Memeorial Cross
- simmilar tor the WW | Memorial Cross, this medal was instituted on 27 August

1940 for avward to the next=o0f-kin of those who died while on sctive service
during the war,







B_ﬁthj?. i L“i"‘ T EET————

Ji_.[l—%l TS

Mra, Eleanor T. MoKeith,
Ste. 38, Vietoria Apartments, e
Reglna, Saskatghewan. =

Dear ladam:

Information bhas just been ressived from
overasas that the remains of your husband, B61487 Ser-
geant Wasley Hobert MoKelth, have been esarefully exhumed
from the original place of interment and raverantly re-
puried in grave 5, Iow D, plot &, of FHolten Censdlan
Military Cematery, Holten, Holland, Marked map is an-
cloged, This 1s & recognized military purial ground
and will recelive oare and meintenance ln perpetulty.

The grave will have been marked with a
tamporary orcss whioh will be replaced ln due oourse
by & parmanent headstone sultably ingeribed. Whilse
it pannot now be stated when this work of permanent
commemoration will begin, before any aation 1s taken
you will be gommunioated with and &n opportunity will
be given you %o submit a short personal inscription
of your own choloe for engraving on the headatone.
Therefors, 1f you ahould change your address would you
be good snough to inform the undersigned.

Yours faithfully,

3 p lains

for C.L. Laurin, Coldnel,
Direetor of Reeqrds,
for Adjutant-Gengral.

MAT, DEFr. A-10E-A
o EELE T EEE]
W VITE- M AP




Casualty Details

Name: McKEITH, WESLEY R.
Initials: WR
Nationality: Canadian
Rank: Sergeant
Regiment: 1st Hussars, R.C.A.C.
Unit Text: 6th Armd. Regt,
Age: 23
Date of Death: 14/04/1945
Service No: B/61487
Additional Son of John Thomas McKeith and Helen McKeith; husband of
information: Eleanor McKeith, of Vancouver, British Columbia.
Casualty Type: Commonwealith War Dead
Grave/Memorial II.D. 5
Reference:
Cemetery: HOLTEN CANADIAN WAR CEMETERY _ View Detalls

——

Bearch Page |

2000-2003 The Commaonwealth War Graves Commission. 8l Rights Reserved.
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. Dutch never
forget liberators

By BOB FLORENCE
Saslaatciwwan Naws Natwak

SASEATOON — In the northeast of
Holland s a small town, called Holten %
Morth of Holten is a forest. In the forest is
& large clearing. Al the front of the clear-
ing is a garden of heather, and al the back,
in the shadow of the pine trees, = 2 cembe-
tery.

There lies Saslabeleammn

There lies John James Batyskd of Huna
and George Wallace Stoele of Whitewood,
In the Holten Cemetery are 59
Seskaichevan soldiers who wenl away W
war and who never came back. There, in
the heart of Holland, lie men of Maple
Creek and Meadow Lake, Bienfait and

There lies Cpl. John Bailey, 28-yoarold
adopted son of Amy Rippin

And there Hes Lieut Clarence Dow
BRay, Baear-obd heband of Euniee Mary
Ray.

There lies John Marlin Flall, an 18
year-odd who never saw 18
e Al B of the: Soeketehewain sorvieemen
wet kilbed b 10405 48 Bhal April,

The spring of 495 in Halland was bratal
and bloody for the 2od Canadian Corps. The
{lerman defence was stronger than antici-
paked Cormbil was hotse-to-holese.

The Canaeians prossed on,

On May 5, Holland was liberated.

Afer five vears of Genmnan otoupation,
the Datrh were free ot last

Hitehen utensils — which  nod bidden
safely away pod confiscated and melied
o — were retrieved Trom the cepcls of
the walls of their stone hogses, Jewelry
and silverware, buried in cans in their
vaml among the bean plants and the cro-
vuses, saw the lighl.

Curfews ended. Ratioming copsed.

And atl night came silence, No more
bombing rons. The children of Holland
coubd sheep.

The chiddren of Helland ke never fior-
gofien those herpic Canadians, pot just the
Thitch children [h:rm back then, who, &)
vears later, are seniors now, bul todsy's

children as well, They remember, oo,

They never knew George Krauchi of
Loon Lake or Herberl Hilhaeh of Ker:
robert or any of the 59 Saskalchewan men
among the 1,355 Canadians in the war
cemetery. To the children of Holland, they
might be just names from apother time
and another plece. But mo. The children
nﬂhﬂandrmcmber

I a coremony hebd anmually in Decem-
ber sipee 1991, children aped eight to 12
from the schood in the nearty town of De-
vinker o 1o te war cemetery in the forest,
sl al 430 pan., as daylight starts lo fade,
Uhey pad camndies in fronl of each grave,

The candles, imported from Finland,
are noted for a capacity to remain burning
even m rain and wind, They last for hours,

The candies are lit Bagpipes skirl,

A Duteh horn pipes in. sounding a loog,
cire nole

Throughout the evenlng, Dutch Emilies
from the: region comse 1 the cemetery and
pay their respects, These soldiers — Wes-
ley Robinson of Weybumn, Gaetan Perron
of Montmarire, Thomas Birkett of Blaine
Lake — these ane our men, bl Holland's
family, Our sons, their brothers.

“We don't knowr these sobdiers, nor do
we know their faces,” savs Gerry van't
_@E who helps organize the

wrtheloss wfmlaﬂmrngrnuimlh
then. Although they are buried in a for-
eign couniry, their last resting place is
among friends.”

After the Dhdch schonlchildren amd the
families have left the cemstery, the can-
dles continue burning, casting g sofl, yel-
lowy glow on the headsiones.

There lics Maariee Bouvier of Gravel
botirg and Albert Hugws of Tompkins,

There lies Canizius Jacob Ell, 19-year
ol zon of Ignatz and Eugenia Fll of Sed

The camdbes biam well unto midnight,
The remembrance ceremony is held on
Christmas Eve, the stlent night, the holy
night.
All is caim
And all is bright
Caantfiast Mows Sanaco

Ry Arane Frﬂ,.nt- b;Tq..-._TL. .I’C;I"_-ri'l.b'.f i »
Frnge Mot — MayT, 1S Amsterdam ol —
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Hundreds of schoolchildren in a Dutch town
liberated by Canadian troops in 1945 are pre-
paring for a poignant Christmas Eve ceremony
i in which 1,394 candles — one for each soldier
who died freeing Holten at the end of the Sec-
| ond World War — will cast their flickering light

upon rows of gravestones etched with crosses,
maple leaves and the names of the fallen.

Canada's ambassador to the Netherlands,
Colleen Swords, is expected to be among the
2,000 people atending the unigue ritwal of
remembrance, now a central part of the 1own’s
holiday traditons,

Just before dusk on Saturday, as many as 300
children from local elementary schools wiall
assemble on a forested hill outside of Holien
where the Canadian war cemetery lies.

After a musical welcome and a brief speech

" ecalling the sacrifice of Allied soldiers 60 years

Sackataon , Stor Phoenix
Saturday, December 24, 2005

Dutch children light up Christmas
to honour fallen Canadian soldiers

ago, the children will fan cut across the burial
ground and place candles ot the base of each
grave marker.

The dead, from every comer of Canada,
were members of the 2nd Canadian Corps that
advanced across Holland in Aprl and May
of lﬂ#ﬂ.ﬂ;ﬁmﬁng the Ge:‘uwn army out of the
country ive years of occupation.

There are also abowt 40 Bruish, Australian
and Belgian soldiers buried at the cemetery.

Gerry van't Holt chair of a Holten historical
society that orgamzes the event, said the Christ-
mas commemoration has been held annually
simce 1991,

That vear, a Finnish-born resident of the town
urged the adaptation of a costom from her home
country in which graves are illuminated to hon-
our Jost relatives. She also ased enough
long-burning candles from Finland to supply
the event for five years,

“They bum for 20 hours.” said Holt, who was

four at the time of the liberation. “All Christmas
Eve. the cemetery glows with a yellow light,
and families come 0 see and stay a while,”

The lighting ceremony, he said, includes a bag-
piper’s lament and blasts from a Christmas hom,
linking musical raditions from Canada and the
Netherlands. The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, the British-based organization that
maintains the cemetery, prased the “unusual act
of gratitude”™ by the people of Holten.

vid Gill, press secretary at the Canadian
Embassy in The Hague — and grandson of a
Canadian soldier who took part in the liberation
— said the Christmas Eve ceremony at Holten is
particularly moving because “it is being driven

the townspeople themselves™ and not as
H the Carmi?fn‘pm Dutch governments' :rﬁiﬁﬂ
remembrance mussions in the country.
“It's the residents’ way of recognizing that
these boys mever did get back to Canada for
Christmas.”
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You want my Duteh war. story €h7.
Itis an eventin his life e hasmeverdalked dbout.

My promotionsthad come
since allthe" otherones were killed

Dutch women would ook for parachutes;
and sewed 'suls but of thentfor.us:.J

Would I do'it all over again?,
“You bet'in a heart beat!™
The Dutch &nd (Canadian will always betHere
for one another, Wwe'are Honded for life

!

Unless you lose your h-:-l_'ﬂ-::ulr.

youdont-knowivhat you have
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Sergeant Ermic Malacko (EZyrs) 521 Dieppe Bivd 5

1" Hussars Lethbridge, AB
C Squadron T1J ZX5
403 - 327-6638

MNovember 11, 2005

A phone call from Ernte was received in response to my request m the Legion Magazine,
He commented that he knew Wes very well and that he was a handsome gy abow 6° iall.
They used to joke abowt the “plowgh fockeys " as they called the gys from the prairics.

In 1984 he visited Wes's grave site in Holland and sent pictures of this back 1o the 17
Hussars Association in London, ON, There is also a Museum of the Repinent located in
Calgary,

Ernie and Wes were on the same boat from Englend to France with the: 1™ Hussars

C Squadron included 3 troops and approsamately 20 tanks.  He estiniates that they went
down to the barricade about midnight. He remembers i was extremely dark and can
piciure huge trees with a diameter of abowt 2 feet. The attack ccourred {near Deventer
Bridge over & canal to Apeldoom) - about 2am on April 14™ when they were hit. The
divver, Vic Cunnmgham was abie to turn e burning tank aronnd and veturn 10 Squadron
Headguarters,  The soldiers there could zee the uming tank retreating at full speed. The
next day, the cook crew was sent down the same road, but the road had not been cleared
and they were all killed 10 action

Wes was imitially buried at a bospital i 5. Joseph Gesticht, just a few miles east of
Apeldoom
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~phdps  sent 'l::ﬂ.),5 Treeper Bert Telion

Comments from Trooper Bert Felton: 217 Britannia Ave
1" Hussars Bradford, ON L3Z 144
C Squadron 5 = TT5 5014

The night of April 13 - 14% — two tanks were returmning from the roadblock. Was a very
dark might. Were trying to get control of the brudge at entrance to Apeldoorn,  Hit in the
nerrel.

Bud (Bert) remembers Wes as a quiet man with 2 pale complexion. New Years Eve 1944
be recalled that Wes was drinking Cogmac and became guite drumk

Roy Tuitle — hives in Peterborough, ON
L1 Mann - died & vears ago.
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Informaifian Sendcas Carponaiion

! Sandnfchesan

2000 - 10 FPeseoechy D
e, 3
S Sud

September 10, 2004 (306) TET-2701

Sandra Lilwall * - :
4702 38th Street Sandva (Mekeith) Lilwall 's
LI-:R::H:;;;IHMF' Sask E-Lﬁ-fw _Ren M4 e ;.,H‘_‘ " \eslsy
Fiskeith, were Cousung .
Dhear Ma. Lilwall,
O behalf of the Provinee of Saskaichewsan, | have the pleasure lo inform you that a

geographic feature has been named in honour of Wesley R. MK eith anid Allan B.
MoKeith

1 am forwarding to vou the enclosed scrolls commemorating the naming of “McKeith
Lake” after Sgt. Wesley B. McEeith and F/S Allan B. MeKeith.

o W z - :
This lake is located in northem Saskatchewan and is marked on the enclosed topographic

mag,
The name “Mekeith Lake'™ was made official on Augost 04, 2004,

Thank vou.

Yours truly,

Crilbert Mumulayh&mimm »

Saskatchewan Geographic Names Board
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The (overnment of Saskatchewan
named

McKeith Lake
on August 04, 2004

in remembrance of

Sgt. Wesley R, McKeith

who died Apnl 14, 1945
witle on actrve service to his country

Lest we forget

P
Gilbert Macauley
Chairman of the Geographic Names Board
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