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Ogg, James Jarvis.    Private                                    10 F 08 

James was born on June 6, 1917, in Aberdeen, 

Scotland. His parents were Charles and Isabelle Jarvis 

Ogg. In the summer of 1922, they emigrated from 

Scotland to Quebec, Canada, with their three children. 

James was the middle child; his brother Charles was 

three years older and his sister Mary was two years 

younger. His father Charles died in 1930 and his 

mother Isabelle in June 1939. When James enlisted in 

the army a few months later, he listed his sister Mary 

as his next of kin. The Ogg family were members of 

the Presbyterian Church. James attended school until he was 16 and 

completed grade 8. He played baseball and hockey. In early 1934, James 

joined Ritchies Dairy in Toronto, working in the milk factory and delivering 

milk in the city.   In 1938, he was hired as a bus driver by Hollinger Bus 

Company in Toronto. He worked there until he enlisted in the army on 

September 8, 1939. 

After six months of basic training, James was sent overseas to the United 

Kingdom in February 1940. His military training continued there and 

James qualified as a certified military driver. He was assigned to the Royal 

Canadian Army Service Corps. With that regiment, James went to Italy in 

February 1944. After the Allies landed in Sicily in July 1943 and drove 

Mussolini's armies out of southern Italy, fierce fighting took place in the 

summer of 1944, including in the mountains and at the monastery of 

Monte Cassino between Naples and Rome. After much struggle, the 

German army units were eventually pushed back north by the Allied 

forces. On February 22, 1945, James was one of the first Canadian troops 

to leave Italy, traveling by boat to Marseille. From there, the Canadians 

were sent to the liberation front in northwestern Europe. This action is 

known as Operation Goldflake. 

Explanation: 

From February 22, 1945, the Canadian troops in Italy were moved to 

France in great secrecy and under strict camouflage in a very short time. 

To mislead German intelligence services, measures were taken to suggest 

that Canadian troops were still in Italy.  (Operation Goldflake). Most trips 

to Marseille took two days. From there, it was a five-day drive to the 

Belgian border, a distance of 1085 km. By the end of April, more than 

60,000 troops and support personnel had been transferred from Italy to 

the front in Northwest Europe.   
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After the Nazis were pushed back behind the Rhine by Allied forces during 

the Rhineland offensive, the Canadian army was ordered to advance 

northward at the end of March 1945. James took part in many of the 

liberation operations in the north and east of the Netherlands, with the 

exception of March 27 to April 5, 1945, when he enjoyed a nine-day leave 

in the United Kingdom. From April 5, he was back on duty, and even after 

VE Day (May 8, 1945), James 

remained active in the 

Netherlands, performing various 

support tasks. On July 7, 1945, 

he was riding his motorcycle near 

Zeist when he inexplicably hit a 

tree along the road. He fell and 

the consequences were 

disastrous: James was critically 

injured. He was taken to the 

military hospital in Hilversum but 

died about fifteen minutes after 

arrival. 

James Jarvis Ogg was temporarily 

buried in Hilversum and on March 

29, 1946, he was laid to rest in 

grave 8, row F, plot 10 at the 

Canadian Cemetery in Holten. 

His decorations: 1939-45 Star; 

Italy Star; France Germany Star; 

Defense Medal; CVSM & clasp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


