Prouse, Charles Private
10-E-12

Bedford, Devonshire, England noted a Canadian Army clerk
when Charles Prouse enlisted in Timmins, Ontario on January
5, 1942. That turned out to be a typo; Charles was born on
November 5, 1914 in Bideford, Devonshire, England as the
son of Jack and Rose Jane Prouse. He was the only one in
the family (a brother and two sisters) who emigrated to
Canada at the age of 14. Hence, he gave as address Sandy
Falls, Ontario.

He already had had many years of work experience. At that time he worked for
Nabob Mines in Timmins as a machine operator in a gold mining firm. According to
his own statement, he was born on a farm and also had had about six years of
experience as a labourer on various farms.

In February 1943, in a second interview after completing basic training, we het t
know him a bit better. Charles stated that he had stopped school after 6 years of
education. He had found arithmetic his favourite subject. Football was his
most-liked sport and in his sparse time he sometimes played pool billiards or las
ficition books. On occasion he liked to have a smoke and an alcoholic drink. Looking
ahead, Charles indicated that he would like to be assigned to a carrier platoon
during his army service and that after the war his desire was to work on a dairy
farm.

Charles got his first military
experience with the Algonquin
Regiment in Niagara Falls. Initially,
this regiment had a "Home Defence"
role, i.e. guarding Canada’s own
territory. It was deployed in
Newfoundland from February 1942 to
early February 1943.
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admitted to Botwood Hospital for t‘\'\&\“ s e
about ten days. For reasons unknown

due to unclear handwriting. Botwood Hospital

In May 1943, Charles qualified as driver III for tracked vehicles.

In June 1943, the regiment, with Charles in the ranks, went to England. The arrival
was on the 19th of that month. In 1943 he was further trained as a bren gunner on
a carrier and in December he was also allowed to officially call himself a carrier
driver.

In mid-January 1944, he was awarded the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with
Clasp. Whether he celebrated this is unclear, but it has been recorded that he was
unlawfully absent for a day. The pay was withheld, he was not further punished.



In May 1944, the service records reported an admittance to No. 13 Canadian
General Hospital in Cuckfield, England. This time the reason is known: an appendix
surgery. On July 21, he was fit and was assigned to the Essex Scottish Regiment
(ESR).

The next phase in his military career was the crossing to Normandy. Charles landed
there on July 25, 1944, six weeks after D-Day. On July 29, 1944, he was reported
as "wounded". It was a gunshot wound to the right hip. For treatment, he again
went to a hospital in England.

After treatment, he returned to his unit on September 7, 1944. That went well until
October 2, 1944, when Charles was injured for the second time. This time to the
right of the chest, he spent almost two weeks in hospital. After this, Charles was
placed in a supplementary unit. No particularities were noted in his service records
over that time.

The War Diary of the Essex Scottish reported their presence in an area near
Groesbeek until January 1945. They filled their time with patrolling, small
skirmishes during reconnaissance in occupied areas in almost constant bad weather
conditions.

The Essex Scottish Regiment took part in Operation Veritable during the Rhineland
Offensive, the advance through the Reichswald towards the Rhine. The first few
days of the operation passed without a fight for the Essex Scottish.




Mid-February was relative rest for the regiment. There were moved to a assembly
area between Kleef and Kalkar for their next deployment. This, however, was
postponed and another unit was involved. The men filled their freed up time with
catching and slaughtering chickens.

Eventually, at the end of February 1945 Charles’ regiment took part in the attack on
the Hochwald Gap.

Charles was re-assigned to the Essex Scottish Regiment on March 12, 1945, then
billeted behind the frontliine in the Reichswald.

After seen various action during Operation Plunder, Charles' unit went north in early
April 1945, crossing the border with the Netherlands again and then almost
non-stop to the Doetinchem area.

The Essex Scottish Regiment swiftly approached Zutphen. There a scout platoon got

into trouble. It is unclear whether Charles Prouse was part of a carrier crew with
these scouts.

Once past Zutphen, the regiment went towards the Twente Canal. In the war Diary
no actions are mentioned at the canal, nor at Laren (GIld). Apparently, other units
have taken the lead here. The crossing of the Schipbeek and the advance towards
Holten was also not specifically mentioned in the diary.



The first mention of action was at April 10, 1945; the crossing of the Overijssels
canal and attacking actions on targetl "Park 1813". This was part of the
Lemelerberg. This hill was occupied without any problems and without casualties.
One peculiar note: the headquarters of the Essex Scottish were already there
before the companies arrived.

At: Park 1813 10
NIJVERDAL SHEET Apr
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During the night the QOCH commenced moving in to our positions. En started

moving off to nmew objectives on hjgh ground domineted by a so called "park 1813",

During this move we crossed the IJSSELSCH CANAL ln assault boats. TAC vehlcles
then crossed the bridge. Without any oppesition whatsoever, we took over Park 1813
which had formerly been & German strong polnt and HQ. This operation was unique in
twc ways. Flrat no casualties and secondly TAC HQ beat all Coys to the cbjective.

The day began with a beautiful dawn and the arrangements were made by all
to have sunbaths. However the war was not over and at 1330 lnse. a balls was called
at Bdes At 1430 a plaboon of carriers and ons A/TK gun left to clear South Weat of
OMME (Cmme Sheet 1325000) wNo enemy found in the woodse. Reluctantly we left Park
1813 at 1913 hrse. to & Bn concentration area in HOOOEVAN, a town of canals and
bridges which were all blown by retreating enemy.

0 group was called at which Div. gave ovjective as GRONINGEYN with and
intermediate Bde obj.octive, ASSEN. Move commenced at 1120 hrs. in TCV's and we
arrived at ZWIOGGRELTE at 1315 hrs. Thers an 0 Group was ocalled immediately. We
ware now situated approximately 3000 yds from (HANJE HANAAL. Our leading Coy,

' B! Coy, came under small arms fire and it was soon noted the road was heavily
mined. Ploneers were called on. ™o Jeeps carrying ploneers followed a tank up

| the highway. The tank was hit by a bascola setting fire alsoc to the ploneer jeeps

|and the ammunition and explosives in the Jeeps wounded Mr. SHEPPARD and eight pion=- |

|eers. In the ensuing advances several skirmishes were fought by owr Coyas and from

POR's taken many conflicting reparts came to us about the strength of the enemy in
the town. Iate that night the Enghneers, coverad by our Rifle Coy's fire removed
dabris and fixed a necessary bridge and checked for mines. Our Rifle Coys dug in
at the outskirts and just inside of the town,

The liberation of Ommen, Hoogeveen and the area towards Assen took place not
without a fight, as recorded.

On April 13, 1945, the advance continued with the Essex Scottish up front. It was

| . the day
Place ‘ Date | Hour | Summary of Events and Information )
o L - that
ASSEN 13 ho woods on eithe™ side of the rcad whre cleared and at 0500 hrs. our proved
Ref ASSEN S Apr | 'B' Coy was ready to spearhead the attack.' Small battles took place as houmes were

1:25000 | accustomed to warm welcomes by 1i: ted Duteh towns but the tumultuocus reception fata| for
given by the peopls ef ASSEN outdid everything jprevicusly experisnced. Rven with
amall arms fire flying dangercusly near, the happy cltizens could not be restrained Ch |
from rushing sbout tuciarzuns at our vehicles and serving refreshments to our aries
mén. TAD was aet up in sumptuous town hall which was situated close to the town

» Many POV's were taken. Pairly early in the morning the centrs of the tawn| tQ be

was reached and our Coy umel!.dl&d. Our casunlties were very light. Our Bn. was
ara

| jail. The latter was the scene of many heart-rendering and dramatic episodes. Pirst PrOUSE.

| | the ll-i.:g.m as the gates bust open releasing 300 Dutch prisoners to the walting
|arms af |

| undreds of German priscners were temporarily billeted there for questioning.
| full eycle of justice was reached when Dubch collaborators and !.ngar-m were

|
|
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shed a tear of t day. WNo Cana ticipat! now as a spsctator
4l Teel mnyMang Bu e T gt o ia "
once mors enthroning decency and justice in the fair eity of ASSEN. But the war

/was not yet over. Ahead of us lay the largest clty in North HOLLAND, ORONINGEN

|But to give the ensmy no reprieve or reat, the arder of the day was, "On to
ORONINGENL" At 1700 hrs. the Bn. moved off and 2 hours later TAC was alreudy
establishad at the TWER PROVINCIEN HOPEL" ai PATRHSWOLD, 7Hm south of ORONINORN

The plan was that during the night the RBELI would feel out the enemy 1n ths Southwes
sector of GRONINGEN. We ®ere to move through the RRC, established Just south >
| of GRONINOGEN, and take the first streets of the city and reach the Canal. il

ir friends. Later the same Jall was host to the previous jallers as

Despite
the fact

through the crowds to ponder over their treagon in the relative security of
very jail to which they had sent many otic Mitchman, ¥o honest Dutehman

were

i

pride for the part his countny and Regiment hed played in ; troops
|
- able to

penetrate quickly to the centre of Assen and the losses were described as

"susprisingly light".

that the
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In the records of the Commonwealth /
War Graves Commission, we find eight
names of fallen soldiers of the Essex
Scottish Regiment on April 13, 1945.

nltESSGXSCOttish Eggﬁbat.e of death,...13:‘."2..{‘.251..]:!. 1845,
Died at holldnd

Charles was given a temporary grave in
Assen.

Remains buried in,.%iill]%ll%fgsgan.,5h,,,Tr,oningar.,l/lOO,QO.__Cemetery
On March 21, 1946, he was given a ML IR Z10/85%
permanent resting place in Holten Oﬂﬁ ‘L/émon o

where het rests in grave 10-E-12.
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Charles Prouse was awarded the following awards:

1939-1945 Star; France-Germany Star; Defence Medal; War Medal 1939-1945 and
the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp.

His last unit was the Essex Scottish Regiment. This regiment had counted a total of
562 dead during the fighting of the Second World War.

Herman Sligman
ICB Holten
Februari 2025



