
 

Prouse, Charles​ ​ ​   Private                           
10-E-12 
 
 
Bedford, Devonshire, England noted a Canadian Army clerk 
when Charles Prouse enlisted in Timmins, Ontario on January 
5, 1942. That turned out to be a typo; Charles was born on 
November 5, 1914 in Bideford, Devonshire, England as the 
son of Jack and Rose Jane Prouse. He was the only one in 
the family (a brother and two sisters) who emigrated to 
Canada at the age of 14. Hence, he gave as address Sandy 
Falls, Ontario. 

​
He already had had many years of work experience. At that time he worked for 
Nabob Mines in Timmins as a machine operator in a gold mining firm. According to 
his own statement, he was born on a farm and also had had about six years of 
experience as a labourer on various farms. 
 
In February 1943, in a second interview after completing basic training, we het t 
know him a bit better. Charles stated that he had stopped school after 6 years of 
education. He had found arithmetic his favourite subject. Football was his 
most-liked sport and in his sparse time he sometimes played pool billiards or las 
ficition books. On occasion he liked to have a smoke and an alcoholic drink. Looking 
ahead, Charles indicated that he would like to be assigned to a carrier platoon 
during his army service and that after the war his desire was to work on a dairy 
farm. 
 
Charles got his first military 
experience with the Algonquin 
Regiment in Niagara Falls. Initially, 
this regiment had a "Home Defence" 
role, i.e. guarding Canada’s own 
territory. It was deployed in 
Newfoundland from February 1942 to 
early February 1943. 
 
In October 1942, Charles was 
admitted to Botwood Hospital for 
about ten days. For reasons unknown 
due to unclear handwriting. 
 
In May 1943, Charles qualified as driver III for tracked vehicles. 
 
In June 1943, the regiment, with Charles in the ranks, went to England. The arrival 
was on the 19th of that month. In 1943 he was further trained as a bren gunner on 
a carrier and in December he was also allowed to officially call himself a carrier 
driver. 
In mid-January 1944, he was awarded the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with 
Clasp. Whether he celebrated this is unclear, but it has been recorded that he was 
unlawfully absent for a day. The pay was withheld, he was not further punished. 

 



 
​
In May 1944, the service records reported an admittance to No. 13 Canadian 
General Hospital in Cuckfield, England. This time the reason is known: an appendix 
surgery. On July 21, he was fit and was assigned to the Essex Scottish Regiment 
(ESR). 
 
The next phase in his military career was the crossing to Normandy. Charles landed 
there on July 25, 1944, six weeks after D-Day. On July 29, 1944, he was reported 
as "wounded". It was a gunshot wound to the right hip. For treatment, he again 
went to a hospital in England. 
 
After treatment, he returned to his unit on September 7, 1944. That went well until 
October 2, 1944, when Charles was injured for the second time. This time to the 
right of the chest, he spent almost two weeks in hospital. After this, Charles was 
placed in a supplementary unit. No particularities were noted in his service records 
over that time. 
 
The War Diary of the Essex Scottish reported their presence in an area near 
Groesbeek until January 1945. They filled their time with patrolling, small 
skirmishes during reconnaissance in occupied areas in almost constant bad weather 
conditions. 

 
The Essex Scottish Regiment took part in Operation Veritable during the Rhineland 
Offensive, the advance through the Reichswald towards the Rhine. The first few 
days of the operation passed without a fight for the Essex Scottish. 
 

 



 
Mid-February was relative rest for the regiment. There were moved to a assembly 
area between Kleef and Kalkar for their next deployment. This, however, was 
postponed and another unit was involved. The men filled their freed up time with 
catching and slaughtering chickens. 
 
Eventually, at the end of February 1945 Charles’ regiment took part in the attack on 
the Hochwald Gap. 
 

Charles was re-assigned to the Essex Scottish Regiment on March 12, 1945, then 
billeted behind the frontliine in the Reichswald. ​
 
After seen various action during Operation Plunder, Charles' unit went north in early 
April 1945, crossing the border with the Netherlands again and then almost 
non-stop to the Doetinchem area. 
 
The Essex Scottish Regiment swiftly approached Zutphen. There a scout platoon got 

into trouble. It is unclear whether Charles Prouse was part of a carrier crew with 
these scouts. 
 
Once past Zutphen, the regiment went towards the Twente Canal. In the war Diary 
no actions are mentioned at the canal, nor at Laren (Gld). Apparently, other units 
have taken the lead here. The crossing of the Schipbeek and the advance towards 
Holten was also not specifically mentioned in the diary. 
 

 



 
The first mention of action was at April 10, 1945; the crossing of the Overijssels 
canal and attacking actions on targetl "Park 1813". This was part of the 
Lemelerberg. This hill was occupied without any problems and without casualties. 
One peculiar note: the headquarters of the Essex Scottish were already there 
before the companies arrived. 
 
 

 
 
The liberation of Ommen, Hoogeveen and the area towards Assen took place not 
without a fight, as recorded. 
 
On April 13, 1945, the advance continued with the Essex Scottish up front. It was 

the day 
that 
proved 
to be 
fatal for 
Charles 
Prouse. 
Despite 
the fact 
that the 
troops 
were 
able to 

penetrate quickly to the centre of Assen and the losses were described as 
"susprisingly light". 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the records of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission, we find eight 
names of fallen soldiers of the Essex 
Scottish Regiment on April 13, 1945. 
 
 
 
Charles was given a temporary grave in 
Assen. 
 
On March 21, 1946, he was given a 
permanent resting place in Holten 
where het rests in grave 10-E-12. 
 
Charles Prouse was awarded the following awards: 
 
1939-1945 Star; France-Germany Star; Defence Medal; War Medal 1939-1945 and 
the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp. 
 
His last unit was the Essex Scottish Regiment. This regiment had counted a total of 
562 dead during the fighting of the Second World War. 
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