
Victor Alloway Rawlings  
K 45415 
Rifleman 
Regina Rifles Regiment 
Buried Holten Canadian War Cemetery (Netherlands) Grave 10, Row B, Plot 2  

* 23 Nov 1916 (Victoria BC)  
† 9 Apr 1945 (Deventer, Netherlands) 
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Victor A. Rawlings (right) (source:wargraves.eu / Information 
Centre Canadian War Cemetery Holten)

http://wargraves.eu


Family  

Married to Jean Duncan Naismith Sneddon, (Jean D.N. Rawlings) 
2944 Bridge Street, Victoria BC 
Father of John Victor Rawlings (born 22 Feb 1944) 

Father: Frank Sidney Rawlings (63) (address in Jul 1935: 2721 Rock Bay Ave, Victoria BC; Address 
in June 1945: 1270 Kings Rd) 
Mother Miriam Maureen Rawlings (58) 

Brothers

Alexander Frederick Rawlings (32) (address June 1945: 243 Maddock Ave, Victoria BC) 
George Frank Rawlings (23) (overseas in June 1945) 
John Rawlings (lived for only three days) 

Sisters

Lois Harriet Coutts (34) (Address in June 1945: 1270 Kings Rd) 
Gladys Marie Rawlings (25) (Address in June 1945: 13297 Whittier Ave, Victoria BC) 
Ruth Necia Murray (21) (Address in June 1945: 13297 Whittier Ave, Victoria BC) 

*) Ages as of June 5, 1945 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Military service


First period:

16 Jul 1935 - Jul 1938

Esquimalt Station BC (Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry) 

Second period:

14 Apr 1942 - 9 Apr 1945 


14 Apr 1942-21 Apr 1942 Leave without payment (LWOP) 

16 Sep 1942 Granted permission to marry 11-9-42 to Jean Duncan Naismith Sneddon 

2 Oct 1942 - 15 Oct 1942 Admitted Victoria Military hospital 

Oct 42 - Apr 43 11 Area Signal Coy 

Feb 1943 - 21 Apr 1943 VTS (Vocational Training School) 

18 Mar 1943 Assessed 25 c for barrack damages 

11 May 1943 - 24 May 1943 Furlough (NB 9 months prior to birth of John Victor)


27/28 Aug 1943 Embarkation (probably Halifax) 
1/2 Sep 1943 Disembarkation UK 

Aug 44 - 16 Sep 44 1Bn Rocky Mountain Rangers 

17 Sep 1944 Embarkation UK 
18 Sep 1944 Disembarkation France 

20 Oct 1944 Taken On Strength (TOS) Regina Rifles Regiment (20 Oct 1944 - 9 Apr 1945)


9 Apr 1945 Killed in action near city of Deventer 

Temporary burial at Oxe (near Deventer, Netherlands, approximately 15 kilometres from Holten 
Canadian War Cemetery)


War Service Medals 
* 1939-1945 Star

* France-Germany Star

* Defence Medal

* War Medal

* Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp
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Excerpts from service file 
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War Diaries Regina Rifles Regiment 
(Excerpts from War Diaries) Red stars refer to map (page 17) 
(October 1944 - April 1945) 

1944 

20 - 22 Oct

Wittebrug (Belgium) 

Regina Rifles Regiment (RRR) makes preparation to move north into South West 
Netherlands.  

RRR with Royal Winnipeg Rifles and Canadian Scottish Regiment form 7 Canadian Infantery 
Brigade. 

23 - 24 Oct

IJzendijke (Netherlands) 

25 Oct

RRR moving northwest towards Boerenhol (Ne). Locals come from opposite direction (city of 
Groede) to escape shelling from the direction of VLISSINGEN (FLUSHING) (northeast of Groede). 
'Prisoners continue to come in as they are cleared from coy areas. They are mostly miscellaneous 

tradesmen etc., who have been re-mustered to Infantery, and generally older class of men.’  

26 Oct

Boerenhol (Ne) 

'Large numbers of PW taken' (PW= prisoners of war) 

27 Oct

Move forward to new area (Gatshoeve), close to North Sea / Westerschelde, between villages of 

Breskens and Cadzand 

28-31 Oct

Along coastline southwest towards Kapelle St Pieter (Belgium) 
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November 

1 Nov - 3 Nov

Kappelle St Pieter (Belgium) 
Attack (artillery, flame throwers) on German fortifications (parts of Atlantik Wall), pill boxes, 
bunkers. 

3 Nov

Moving into and marching through Ghent (Be) 
'On arrival in Ghent about 1315 HRS our line companies debused from the TCV’s and marched 
through GHENT with a brass band amid cheers of the town folk. Every body seems to be quite 
happy to have our troops with them and Lt Bergeron, our billeting Officer seemed to have little 
trouble in locating billets for our troops with the people.’  

3 Nov - 8 Nov

Ghent 

8 Nov 

Move to Schelderode (Be) 

8 Nov - 11 Nov

Schelderode 

11 Nov

Move to Nijmegen (Netherlands)  
Brigade takes positions over from US troops 
Regimental headquarters east of Nijmegen in hamlet of Kwakkenberg 

11 Nov - 15 Nov

Kwakkenberg (in War Diary called LEVENSAVOND) 

15 Nov

Move to new positions north of Groesbeek (Ne) 

Holdeurn (in War Diary called HOLTHURNSCHE HO.) 

15 Nov - 25 Nov

Holdeurn (Hulthurnsche HO.) 

25 Nov

Move to Kleine Vlierenberg / Dekkerswald (Ne) 

25 Nov - 28 Nov

Kleine Vlierenberg 

28 Nov

Move to Driehuizen 
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December 

1 Dec - 6 Dec

Driehuizen (Ne) 
3 Dec Church parad and regimental Dance in Lower Ball Room at Wintergarten, Nijmegen 

7 Dec 
Move to new area (Groenlanden, near Nijmegen) 

7 Dec - 10 Dec

Groenlanden 

11 Dec

Move to Ooij (East of Nijmegen) 

11 Dec - 20 Dec

Ooij 

Several recce patrols along dike of river Rhine / Waal; also arrangements for Christmas 
parties and dances, volley ball tournaments, swimming. 

20 Dec

Movement to Neboklooster (Nebo Monastery) close to Heilige Landstichting (current name) 

20 Dec - 25 Dec

Nebo Monastery 

26 Dec

Planning for new locations in Groesbeek area 

Headquarters of regiment in monastery, Groesbeek 

26 Dec - 31 Dec

Monastery in Groesbeek  
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1945 

January 

1 Jan - 11 Jan

Convent (Monastery) Groesbeek (Netherlands) 

12 Jan - 14 Jan

Movement to Neboklooster (Nebo Monastery) close to Heilige Landstichting (current name) 

15 Jan -29 Jan

Winter - cold - snow 
Headquarters: Bartholomeus Church (Beek-Ubbergen, Ne). 
Several fighting and recce patrols send out to capture prisoners of war - unsuccessful. 

30 Jan - 31 Jan 

Pietersburg  
Pietersburg (Netherlands) (Beek-Ubbergen, East of Nijmegen)  
(Baron van Voorst tot Voorst’s House) 
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February 

1 Feb - 11 Feb

Pietersburg (Netherlands) (Beek-Ubbergen, East of Nijmegen)  
(Baron van Voorst tot Voorst’s House) Preparations and carrying out operation VERITABLE.  

12 Feb

Movement east, towards Cleve (Germany) (St Franziskus Schwesterheim) 

Flooding of Rhine is increasing, makes movements difficult. 

14 Feb

Movement towards Reichswald Forest. Brigade has to hold area between Kalkar (Germany) 

and Cleve (Ge) 

15 Feb

Cleve (Ge) 

16 Feb

Cleve (Ge) 

17 Feb 

Bedburg-Hau (Ge) 
Attack 

18 Feb - 26 Feb

Bedburg (ge) 

26 Feb

Pfalzdorf (Ge) 

27 Feb

Schneiershof (Ge) 

28 Feb

Udem (Ge) 
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March 

1 Mar - 3 Mar

Udem (Germany) (cold, cloudy, flurries of snow) 

4 Mar

 Jungermannshof (Germany) 
'Extremely heavy shelling and mortaring during the night, but they inflict few casualties' 

6 Mar

Pauenhof: Attack on Sonsbeck (Germany) 

7 Mar

Sonsbeck (Germany) 

10 Mar Schinkenhof (Reichswald Forest) 

11 Mar - 24 Mar

Cleve (approx 5 km south of Cleve) 

25 Mar

'A recce party of 3 Offrs, IO and two others left in the Bde Recce party to go through the “Sausage 
Machine” on way over the RHINE to recce concentration area on the East side' 

27 Mar

'The Bn pulled out of the REICHSWALD FORST for the Marshaling area. Tps were carried in 
TCV’s’ (TCV= Troop Carrying Vehicle). 

Crossing of the Rhine between Kalkar (Ge) and Rees (Ge) 

28 Mar

Dornich (Ge), towards Emmerich (Ge) 

29 Mar


Emmerich (attack on and through Emmerich) 

Emmerich, out of contact with enemy 'Coys get a bit of rest and everyone gets a chance to relax a 
little bit'  
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31 Mar
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April 

1 Apr

Huthem (Germany) 
Move towards Kilder (Netherlands) and Wehl (Netherlands) south west of city of Doetinchem 

2 Apr

Kilder (Ne) 
Attack on Doetinchem  

3 Apr - 4 Apr

Wehl (Ne) 

4 Apr

Move north to Vorden, (Ne) 

5 Apr

Crossed Twente Canal near village of Almen  

6 Apr 

Headquarters in Joppe (approximately 8 kilometers south east of city of Deventer) 
Regiment has to cope with snipers and scattered mortar firing 

7 Apr

Preparations for attack on Deventer.  

8 Apr

Approach city of Deventer from the east, crossing Overijssels Kanaal, forming bridgehead. 

9 Apr

00.10 hrs 


Brigade wants sub-unit to form bridgehead as soon as possible. 
06.55 hrs 

Force is consolidated across bridge. Otherwise night has been reasonably quiet. Considerable 
noise east of us during night was 1 Canadian Scottish Regiment who are moving up toward our 
right flank. 
0900 hrs 

C Coy is going to cross bridge and gain fire hold on far side of canal for cover bridging operations. 
1130 hrs 

Commanding Officer to Brigade Operations Group. We do not expect to move until tomorrow 
morning. Brigadier extremely pleased with results of our operations during past few days and 
realizes we have done more than our share of fighting. No promises to soft-pedal us for a few days 
to give us a break. 
1300 hrs 

C Coy is all across canal with HQ set up at MR 9507 BATHMEN SHEET §3703. During afternoon 
considerable sniping from WEST side of canal into A Coy area, in addition to persistent mortaring, 
cause several casualties. 
1900 hrs  
We are to change over wit Royal Winnipeg Rifles tonight and go back into reserve area, as Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles and Canadian Scottish Regiment are to do initial attack into town of Deventer 
(Sheet §3702 and §3703). 
2200 hrs 

A large number of enemy come across canal and surrender. The total accounts to 35. It is difficult 
to understand, as they have been very active on the defensive up to now. Most of them say our 
artillery fire was the reason, as they had nothing but small arms, and were not eating very 
regularly.’ 
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10 Apr 
Colmschate (east of Deventer) 

… 
Soldiers Killed in Action 9 April 1945 in or near Deventer, buried in Holten: 

	 	  

Name Service number Rank Unit Grave

Belton, Francis Edward L/64364 Corporal Regina Rifle Regiment II. B. 12.

Craik, Robert Jens K/3266	 Private	 Canadian Scottish Regiment I. A. 16.

Duffney, Peter H/70113 Sergeant Royal Winnipeg Rifles II. B. 11.

Juntunen, William L/605265 Rifleman Regina Rifle Regiment II. B. 9.

Murray, Alfred Arthur K/2495 Private Canadian Scottish Regiment I. B. 1.	

Mason, Gerald H. B/112160 Private	 Canadian Scottish Regiment I. B. 2.

Rawlings, Victor Alloway K/45415 Rifleman Regina Rifle Regiment II. B. 10
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Sources 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
https://www.cwgc.org/search-results/?Term=rawlings%2C+victor&Tab=casualties


Library and Archives Canada 
Service Files of the Second World War - War Dead, 1939-1947; Series: RG 24; Volume: 
26868 (via https://search.ancestry.ca/cgi-bin/sse.dll?
_phsrc=bQv1&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&indiv=1&dbid=9145&gsfn=victo
r&gsln=rawlings&gsfn_x=NN&gsln_x=1&cp=0&new=1&rank=1&uidh=p6x&redir=false&ms
T=1&gss=angs-
d&pcat=39&fh=0&h=35545&recoff=&ml_rpos=1&queryId=76acc20804dd82a7975bdd8e5
d19046a)


War Diaries Regina Rifles Regiment RG24-C-3. Volume/box number: 15198, 15199, 
15200. File number: 744.  (via https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/collectionsearch/Pages/
collectionsearch.aspx?DataSource=Archives&OnlineCode=1&q=RG24-
C-3&q_exact=regina&DateBucket=1940-1949&)


Database Informatiecentrum Canadese Begraafplaats Holten 
www.wargraves.eu

https://www.canadesebegraafplaatsholten.nl/en/home/


Nederlands Instituut voor Militaire Historie 
Collectie Vroemen

Vroemen, Toegangsnummer 422 , inv. nr. 176 (via https://www.archieven.nl/nl/zoeken?
mivast=0&mizig=210&miadt=2231&miaet=1&micode=422&minr=766974&miview=inv2&m
ilang=nl)


Regina Files 
http://www.reginarifles.ca/war_diaries.htm


Colofon  

Zwolle, 21 September 2021 

©2021 Jan Braakman 

W  www.janbraakman.nl 
E  jan@janbraakman.nl 
P +31 6 49694369 
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Reference to text

Holten
Location of interest

Oxe
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