Sekulich Frank 02E 06

Frank Sekulich wanted to become a paratrooper.
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When he registered with the Canadian army at the end of March 1943, he let know
that his heart was there.

Those who had to judge him fit for the army had their doubts.

Was he healthy enough? Had he got the mental resistance required? Frank knew he
had. He had climbed the highest towers, no vertigo.

So why wouldnt he be able to jump out of a plane?

Frank Sekulich was the seventh child of a family of eleven in Kenaston, in the
Canadian province of Saskatchewan. His parents had a farm, but when Frank joined
the army, his father had already stopped farming. Two of his seven brothers worked
on the farm, two served in the Canadian army. Two brothers were married and
worked on the farm. Two of his brothers worked in naturalized Canadians in the
twenties of the last century. At home, the mother tongue was spoken, that's why
Frank spoke Croatian besides English, but could not read or write it.

"A well-built, sturdy young man, a positive personality” judged by Captain A. Mc Kie
about Frank. Frank had black hair, brown eyes and weighed 68 kilos. At the age of
fifteen he stopped school and started to work on the farm. He did this for almost ten
years and especially working with horses appealed to him.

Because he had lung problems at a young age, the army doctors did not see him
suited to be a paratrooper. Mentally he was strong enough and motivation lacked
neither, said the army psychiatrist. “It is worth the try” he decided.

In the end his wish was not granted. He was placed in the Regina Riffles Regiment, in
the 2nd World War known as "The Johns”, because all the boys named John in it.

He followed a driver’s training and on the 30% August he was shipped to England. A
week before, he had to give two days wage, because he had taken two days leave,
without permission. Instead of four day’s leave, he took six.



On September 30" , Frank was taken on land, where he fought the turmoil of battle.
In February 1945, Frank fought at Kalkarin Germany with his mates. Frank was
injured on his right thigh. After recovering he re-joined his mates.

In the beginning of April he crossed the Twentekanaal at Almen in Gelderland. His
regiment went in northern and western direction. The regiment was fired at by enemy
mortars from the crossroad in Joppe, “"Out of range at our arty” was noted in the
intelligence log of the regiment.

If Frank was hit by enemy fire, or by something else, the archives let our imagination
work.

The fact is that Frank was killed on April 5t 1945, exactly two years after recruiting.
One day later on April 6t" he was buried near a farm on the road from Almen to Laren
(Zutphenseweg) between the damaged Ehzerbrug over the Twentekanaal and the
station.
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Casualty: SEKULICH, FRANK NICHOLAS [}
Service No: K/50835

Rank: Lance Corporal

Regiment Description: Regina Rifle

grave.

Regiment, R.C.I.C.

Date of Death: 05-04-45
Grave/Memorial Ref: II. E. 6.
Concentrated From: 034977 Aimen

Later he was buried at the Canadian War Cemetery in Holten.
He lies in plot II, row E, grave number 6.
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