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John (“Jack”) Tovell Swain was 
born 28 June 1925 at Lakeview, 

now part of Mississauga, Ontario 
(ON).  His father John Swain 

was from Wales, emigrating to 
Canada in 1913.  John enlisted 

with the Canadian Mounted 
Rifles (4th Battalion), Canadian 

Expeditionary Force and served 
overseas in World War One.  He 

returned to Canada after the 
war and married Myrtle Florence 

Law, who was Canadian of 

English descent, at Port Credit, 

next to Lakeview, ON in 1920. 

The Methodist couple had six children: Mary, Dorothy, Gwen, Jack, Roy and 

Edythe.  John worked as a labourer in the grocery business in the 1920s, 
then moved his family to Toronto where he was a building labourer during 

the Great Depression.  The Swain family were members of Trinity United 
Church and Jack attended Wellesley Public School in Toronto where he 

completed grade 8 before going to work age fourteen.  Jack was a farm 
labourer for a while with an ambition to become a motor mechanic.  He 

found employment as a hat finisher with Holt Renfrew Hat Company in 

Toronto and had been working there two years when he decided to join the 

Army on his 18th birthday. 
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Jack attested 28 June 1943 at Toronto.  He was then 5’9” tall and 144 lbs.  
He was sent to Brampton, ON for basic training where he spent three days in 

the military hospital there August 
1943 with a throat infection.  Jack 

was allocated to the Canadian 
Armoured Corps (C.A.C.) and joined 

the C.A.C. Training Regiment at Camp 
Borden, ON 7 September 1943.  Jack 

qualified as Driver Class III (Wheel) at 

Borden 12 November 1943. 

Camp Borden, ON Armoured Training WW2 

Trooper J.T. Swain was shipped overseas the next 

summer when he was eligible following his 19th birthday, 

disembarking in the UK 19 July 1944 where he reported 
to the C.A.C. Reinforcement Unit.  Jack received 

additional training that fall and was qualified as Driver 
Mechanic upon successful course completion 27 

September 1944.  The head of the training 
establishment commented about Jack: “This student is a 

good driver and very good on maintenance. Will make a 

first class driver”. 

 

Trooper Jack Swain 

 

Jack disembarked in Northwest Europe 12 November 1944 and was taken on 

strength five days later with 1st Canadian Armoured Carrier Regiment.   
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1st Canadian Army had converted 72 Priest tanks to Infantry Carriers in 

August 1944, which became known as Kangaroos.  They were effective in 

reducing infantry casualties during the Battle of Normandy and the squadron 

was formally attached to The Elgin Regiment (25th Canadian Armoured 

Delivery Regiment) in September 1944.  They were involved in the capture 

of Le Havre that month and carried 9th Infantry Brigade, 3rd Canadian 

Division into battle.  In late September/early October they saw action at 

Calais with 7th and 8th Canadian Infantry Brigades. 

The well worn Priests were replaced by 

Canadian made Ram tanks in October 1944, 

with turrets removed and other modifications 
made allowing them to accommodate 10 

infantrymen plus the crew as armoured 
personnel carriers.  They were merged into 

the 1st Canadian Armoured Carrier Regiment 
(1CACR or “Kangaroos”) 25 October 1944 at 

Tilburg, Netherlands and placed under the 

command of the British 79th Armoured Div. 

Six “Kangaroos” Tilburg, Netherlands Oct 1944  

Trooper Jack Swain served in “A” Squadron, Number 3 Troop as a driver.  A 

Troop had three Sections with three tanks in each Section, so a Troop of 
tanks could carry a platoon of infantry.  They were carrying British 

infantrymen around the Nijmegen Bridge area approaching the Seigfried line 

by the end of January 1945. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   Kangaroos Number 3 Troop, “A” Squadron December 1944 

Jack Swain is #1 kneeling front row, far left. His Troop Sergeant Bettcher is #2 
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The Allied offensive Operation 
VERITABLE was launched 8 

February 1945.  Orders were 
received for “A” Squadron to go 

into action carrying Scottish 
soldiers and the convoy moved 

out at 21:45 hours.  The 
Kangaroos suffered three 

casualties the next day, mostly 
from enemy mortars. 
     

Scottish Division on Kangaroos, 

Kranenburg, Germany 

 

Toronto Telegram February 1945  

Operations BLOCKBUSTER and PLUNDER 

followed, with the Allies finally crossing the 
Rhine River by the end of March.  On 9 April 

1945 the Kangaroos “A” Squadron was tasked 

with carrying Companies from 4th Canadian 
Infantry Brigade Battalions to an area near 

Haarle, Netherlands.  Their War Diary for that 
date mentioned that the roads were very bad 

with enemy pockets left behind the so-called 
forward line.   

From “A” Squadron’s Action Report on 9 April 
1945 for Number 3 Troop: “As the column 

neared their objective, several craters were 
blown in the main road which necessitated 

travelling in the field which was rather soft. 
This resulted in the last Kangaroo in the column 

bogging down”.  It was flanked by an enemy 
self propelled gun and fired upon, killing an 

infantryman and wounding Trooper Jack Swain.  

His co-driver and Troop Sergeant Bettcher 
remained with him until their vehicle was 

recovered.  Jack Swain died soon after reaching 
the Regimental Aid Post, age 19. 

         
News of his death reached his Troop the next day.  From “A” Squadron’s 10 

April 1945 Action Report: “This was a shock to everyone, as Swain was very 
popular with all members of the Troop. He was always bright and cheerful, 
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no matter how hard the going and willingly tackled any job given him. He 
will be a great loss to all members of the Troop both as a friend and a 

comrade in arms”. 
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Trooper J.T. Swain was temporarily buried 
at Haarle, Netherlands and later relocated 

to Holten Canadian War Cemetery in the 
Netherlands, grave reference III. D. 2.  
   

Photo courtesy Canadian Virtual War Memorial  

The inscription on his headstone:        
MAY YOU WAKEN, JACK, TO A NEW DAWN 

FIRED WITH SUN, NOT WAR.             

EVER IN OUR MEMORIES 

Jack Swain’s campaign medals:  

- 1939-1945 Star 

- France-Germany Star 

- War Medal  

- Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with 

Clasp. 

 

 

Trooper J.T. Swain is listed on the War 

Monument at Haarle, Netherlands along with 

nine other fallen Canadian soldiers.   

 

 

   War Memorial at Haarle, Netherlands 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

Biography by Jim Little, Research Team Faces to Graves. 

 

Sources Consulted: 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Library and Archives Canada 

Veteran Affairs Canada – Canadian Virtual War Memorial 

Ancestry public trees 

Newspapers.com 

Port Credit, ON photo https://www.insauga.com/100-years-ago-port-credit-in-

mississauga-looked-a-bit-different/ 

Camp Borden, ON Canadian Armoured Corps training picture ww2 

https://www.aviaeology.com/store/p157/Camp-Borden_A-Century-of-

Service.html#/ 

Kangaroo pictures http://www.theelginmilitarymuseum.ca/the-kangaroos.html 

1st Canadian Armoured Carrier Regiment information - CanadianKangaroos.ca  

Bill Miller – Canadian Kangaroos photos and Jack Swain information 

Grodzinski, John R. (1995) Kangaroos at War – The History of the 1st Canadian 

Armoured Personnel Regiment 

Haarle, Netherlands War Memorial photo  

https://www.tracesofwar.com/sights/78608/Memorial-Killed-Canadian-Soldiers.htm 
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Toronto Star May 1948 

 

 

 

Roy Swain’s first child was 

named after his brother Jack. 

 

Toronto Star Nov 1985 

 

      

Toronto Star Nov 1992 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swain family headstone Prospect Cemetery 

Toronto, ON where Jack Swain is also listed 

 

 


