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William Wheatley was born in Ashington, Northumberland England on 
June 17, 1923. He was born to John and Isabelle Wheatley as their first 
child. Soon after William they had three more children, George, John 
Rogerson, and Anne Norene.  
 

They moved to Calgary, Alberta, Canada where William then 
attended King George School in Calgary until grade nine. During his 
childhood William was a Boy Scout for a year and played an average 
amount of sports. He was a clerk in a small grocery store, a laborer in a 
Chinese greenhouse during the summer, and worked for Albertan job press 
for one year.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
William’s 

brother George 
Wheatley was born 
on October 14, 1925 
in Morpeth 
Ashington, England 
and passed away on 
April 21, 2009 in Red 
Deer, Alberta. 
George owned 
George’s Music in 
Ponoka for many 
years with the 
address 5002 51 ave 
Ponoka. Below are a 
picture of the current 
day building where George’s Music once was, along with a copy of 
George's obituary from Ponoka News.  
 

 

 



Training & Enlistment & During the War 
 

William Wheatley enrolled into the Scottish Essex Regiment at the 
age of 20 on February 23, 1943 at #13 D.D. He was 5’8½” and weighed 
121 ½ pounds. He had a dark complexion with dark hair and grey eyes. His 
full chest expansion was 35 ½ inches. He had perfect vision,hearing and 
strong teeth . His development was poor and he did not have a very large 
or strong physique. William was born with a deviated septum which caused 
him to have hypertrophic rhinitis. This means that the bone and cartilage 
separating his nostrils was off centered or crooked and this caused a 
permanent thickening of his mucous membrane.  

 
Wheatley attended Basic Training Centre 122 in Prince Albert 

Saskatchewan on March 12, 1943 after being allocated to the infantry.He 
then became attached to the Winnipeg grenadiers until he ceased 
attachment to the Winnipeg grenadiers on attachment to Brockville rifles on 
June 13,1943. After having completed four months training he ceased to be 
attached to the Brockville rifles training and was taken on strength as a 
member in Long Beach California in July 1943.  

 
He re-enlisted into the Canadian army on March 17, 1944 qualified as 

a class three driver. He then travelled to the United Kingdom where he 
stayed from July 12th, 1944 to August 31, 1944. He travelled from England 
to France Northwest Europe where he stayed from September 1st, 1944 to 
the date he was found dead, July 8th, 1945. Overall, he was in service 117 
days in the western hemisphere and spent 362 days in overseas service, 
adding to a total of 479 days of service.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



Disappearance & Death 
 
Wheatley became absent without leave for a period of 14 days until 

he was asked to accompany (W.A. Morrison) to the swimming pool in 
Nijmegen. He was asked there because he was able to identify W.M. 
Hodge, who was deceased due to drowning. After being asked where he 
wanted to be taken back, William asked for a place to stay due to him being 
absent without leave. He was then accompanied to the CMP at Nijmegen 
which he was then turned over to the Corporal of the Guard Room on June 
27, 1945.  
 

Wheatley was under close arrest for six days until July 3, 1945 when 
he broke out of close arrest. Private Lapointe was on duty in the Guard 
Room in charge of William. At 2245 Lapointe checked Wheatley’s room 
and found him missing. In the court reports it is stated that Private 
Wheatley escaped from custody while being held in close arrest between 
2235 hours and 2245 hours.  Many immediately searched the area, but 
could not find him. While in custody William received two letters but never 
opened them, and left them when he escaped. The people watching over 
him stated him to be a model prisoner, perfectly normal and reasonably 
happy.  
 

With many witnesses, court reports and investigations the details 
surrounding Private William Wheatley’s death have come together. William 
was found July 8th, 1945 three miles from Neuenburg in a heavily wooded 
area off of a narrow road off of the main Neuenburg-Bockhorn road. The 
reports state he had been deceased for more than two days at this point, 
leaving it unknown his true date of death. His body was found hanging from 
a sniper's platform twelve feet from the ground with a ladder leading up. He 
had tied the signal wire around his neck before ascending the ladder. He 
stood between a stick and branch and jumped off. It appeared he tried to 
get back onto the stick as it was found broken, along with boot marks 



scraped on the branch. His feet were hanging four feet from the ground 
when he was found, and there was nothing at the scene to suggest foul 
play. Wheatley died from asphyxia from hanging. Therefore, his death was 
ruled as a suicide by all of the witnesses along with the proceedings of the 
court of inquiry. William Wheatley was not on duty but was found in his 
uniform with his Essex Scottish badges. In the Commanding Officer’s 
opinion he was guilty of improper conduct.  
 

William’s mother and next-of-kin Isabelle Wheatley, received a letter 
from A.E. Walford stating that they were in deep regret to inform her that 
her son died while in the service of his country in the Western European 
Theatre of War. Furthermore, it stated that any additional information will 
be communicated to her without delay. However, the information that 
Wheatley’s death was in fact a suicide was never shared with his mother, 
according to our information found.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Burial 

 
 
 
William was buried in Aurieh Cemetery in Wilhelmshaven gave 3, row 2, 
plot 1 on July 9th 1945. He was then reburied in Holten Canadian Military 
Cemetery, Holten, Holland on February 7,1947. He is buried in grave 6, 
row A, plot 12.  
 
The great majority of those buried in Holten Canadian War Cemetery died 
during the last stages of the war in Holland, during the advance of the 
Canadian 2nd Corps into northern Germany, and across the Ems in April 
and the first days of May 1945. After the end of hostilities the remains of 
over 1,300 Canadian soldiers were brought together into this cemetery. 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
Commemorated on Page 575 of the Second World War Book of Remembrance.  
 
 



Pictured below, respectively.  



 


