
John Frederick Winter 	 Trooper	 	 	 10-H-16  

John was born on July 11, 1923 in San Francisco, California, USA. His 
father Frank Frederick was born in Nottingham, England and had served in 
the Canadian army in World War I. 

Frank emigrated to the USA after the war and married Canadian Edna 
Gladys Winter on May 4, 1922 in San Francisco, California. 

It was a large family which he grew up in because his brothers were Earl 
B. (a private in the army), Kenneth S., Warren Alex and Robert Allan. His 
sisters were Shirley Jean, Doris Mary and Dorothy Emma. 

He attended the Public School until Grade XI. He then worked as a farmer 
and was a member of the Church of England. 

On December 26, 1942, he volunteered in Edmonton to serve in the 
Canadian army. After several years of military training, he was sent 
overseas to the United Kingdom with his unit on September 1, 1943. Even 
more training followed until the Royal Canadian Dragoons were deployed 
to fight on the Italian front. 

For example, John was send to Italy on March 3, 1944 and participated in 
the advance and several vigourous battles of his regiment. Due to a lack 
of equipment the Dragoons fought as an infantry unit for a month, 
defending the bank of the Anniene River. Fully armed with armoured 
vehicles, they fought in the Liri Valley as a reconnaissance regiment of the 
1st Canadian Corps. The regiment led the advance to 'the Italian Boot', 
and achieved seven new Battle Honours. 

This heavy campaign was followed by a massive Canadian troop 
displacement to the north and they arrived in France on March 16, 1945. 

From the end of March '45, the Canadians moved north from the Rhine at 
Emmerich and Rees and liberated large parts of the eastern Netherlands. 

John Frederick Winter was killed on Friday, April 8, 1945 at the age of 21 
during the battle for the village of Lettele near Deventer. He was then 
temporarily buried in Lettele before being reburied in the Canadian War 
Cemetery in Holten on July 15, 1946.  

Two other soldiers of his regiment, who also died on the same date in 
Lettele and were also re-buried in Holten: Tpr Steve Michlosky, age 21 



years in tomb 10-G-14 and Cpl William J. Miller, 28 years old in grave 11-
H-1. Their three names are still listed on the monument in Lettele. 

He was awarded: The 1939-45 Star; Italy Star; France-Germany Star; 
War Medal 1939-45; CVSM & Clasp. 

His mother was honoured on May 21, 1945 with The Memorial Cross and 
also on an unknown date with The Memorial Bar. 

His grave was adopted after the war by Mrs., A.F. de Nooy from Delden. 

	 	 	 	  

	 	 	 	 	


