My name iz Jeff Whelan, I live in St. Albert, Alberta and [ am currently in Grade 10 attending Vimy Ridee Academy. 1
am an Adr Cadet with the 393 8g of Edmonton and through Cadets and School my dream 15 to someday serve as a pilot
in the malitary. In March, T was mformed by FErcomters With Canadi that 1 had been chosen by Veterans Affars
Canada to participate in an overseas pilgnmage to mark the &0™ anniversary of Canada’s participation in the liberation
of the MNetherlands towards the end of the Second World War. | was chosen to represent my province at the overseas
events as a result of my attendance at the 2004 Canada Remembers theme week at Encommters Witk Canada's Termry
Fox Canadian % outh Center in Ottawa, Ontario. [ was to be one of thirteen Canadian vouth, representing each province
and territery, that would accompany a delegation of Canadian veterans on this overseas journey.

As part of my overseas experience 1 was asked to research a Canadian soldier from my home provinee whao had served
and died in the Netherlands. While in the Netherlands [ would make a presentation on the life of my soldier at the foot
of his grave in one of the Canadian War Cemeteries that would be part of the pilgrimage itinerary. This is the story of
Private George William Barker, Army, Member of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, who was born in 1924, and
was killed in action on April L1, 19435 Ijssel River Holland.

Today | would like to give "Veice" to a fallen soldier, Private George William Barker of Edmenton Alberta. George
William Barker was the son of John Henry and Rose Lowse Barker, of Edmaonton. This 15 my story about Private
Barker and my efforts to get to know him through research and contacts within the Seaforth Highlanders Reziment of
Canada. Through my efforts, | had found that Private Barker 1s a remembered soldier. but vet, a forezotten hero.

My search begzan when 1 had received contact numbers for Seathforth velerans from Jim Johnson, the phone numbers
of men in the same regiment that Georze William Barker had fought and served in. This contact list was four men who
were from the same regiment as Private Barker. With these contacts | received the name of one person who knew of
Private Barker and had a starting point for my research, My hope was to find many people who could tell me all the
information I thought 1 would need to bring a "Voice" to Private Barker,

| sent e-mails to Legions and received replies back that they did net have information regarding Private Barker. |
contacted 67 peaple in the Edmonton area with the last name of Barker, The answers [rom my telephone campaign
were, "MNot related”, "Don’™t know him", "Not part of our fanmly" or "1 just don’t know of & George William Barker", |
contacted the Edmonton Public School Archives and had help from a fantastic person named Marie who spent two
days poing through yvearbooks and school records looking for any reference to George William Barker, but was unable
to find any reterence to him,

A fnghtening pattern started to develop, time it seems, the sixty vears that have passed. had dimimished the memory of
a very brave soldier, George William Barker, who had paid the ultimate sacrifice and died serving his country and the
cause of freedam,



My luck changed when I ot a call from M. Jack Bossiter. Mr. Rossiter, who lives in British Columbda, was a
Comrade in Arms of Private Barker, a fellow Scaforth Hizhlander and fought in the same battles and the Campaign to
Liberate Holland.

This is my story about George William Barker and my feclings and thoushis about this very brave soldier, a
remecmbered hera.

Private George William Barker had joined the Second World War crusade as parl of the 1st Canadian Infantry
Division, 2™ Infantry Brigade, with the Seaforcth Highlanders of Canada. The Seaforth Highlanders have a long history
of bravery and fghting for the cause of JTustice and Freedom. From all accounts, Private Barker's frst action during the
war was the Italian Campaign. After he had enlisted with the 72*¢ Seaforth Highlanders, he would have been shipped
to Italy in 1943, where he had landed at Fachino Beach in July of that vear. One of the first comments that T heard
about Private Barker was that of surprise, surprize that he had suvived as long as he had, considering how deadly the
battles were that he fought in. Baker was a strong, brave fighter, who survived many batiles, as he became one of the
few in his division fo make it to northern Europe to join in the fizhting there.

hAr. Jack Rossiter was a member of the Scaforth Highlanders of Canada at that timme of the war, and served with the
regiment at the same time as Private Barker. Today, he is a part of the Seaforth Highlanders Association and proved to
b a great deal of help to me in bringing Private Barker's "Voice" to life, hMr. Rossiter told me that he dida’t know
Private Barker personally, but then explained that many of the men did not get to meet cach other or be on a personal
footing; too many of them were overcome by the war,

Private Barker actually joined the Seaforths in April of 1944, and arfived with the regiment just south of a town named
"Crecohio”, as a reinforcement. The regiment was sending oul "fighting patrols” into enemy Lines dunng night
operations. This was the beginning of a series of escalating actions. hr. Rossiter gives a verv vivid account of the "hot
and deadly” bartles that were fought by Private Barker

Private Barker and the Seaforth Hiohlandars had seen action in many locations throughout Italy and Holland. They
traifed and fought on a continuous basis, in 1944 and 1943 there scemed o be linle time for rest or escape from the
horrors of war.

Private Barker and his regiment moved out of a rest period in a small town named Agata, just 22 miles outside of
Naples, where they then commensed to attack on hMay 19%, 1944, the Hitler Line; which was a well fortified German
position defending the "Lin Valley". Lasting from Mav 23 to May 240, 1944, the battle caused about 210 casualties,
but Private Barker continued on.

The next battle was the aftack on the Gothic Line which ran between Pisa and Rimini; the regiment had received mors
reinforcements for this attack. It carmied through the 19" August 1944, until 3™, September, 1944, The Gothic Line in
TItaly was compased of a bunch of hills. "[ The Germans] had pill boxes and from the pll boxes they would star
shooting with their machine guns at night ime. The pill boxes were concrele forts for hiding, which allowed the
Ciermans (o shoot at the allies withowt being seen. The German wse of the pll boxes along with Tamiliaity of the
region during this two-month batille proved dangerous. The Seatorths and Private Barker moved west to the Armo Eiver
to engage in battle. Mr. Rossiter describes a "rest” penod for the Seaforths: “There was swimming n the Adriavie: this
wash ¢ tov restiid, ax German bombers had constantly attacked the reginent during night fimes".

After reading the first half of the notes mailed to me by Mr, JTack Fossiter, I realized that Private Barker was in and out
of reat and battle at a constant rate, Patially explaining to me why then he might not have had the chance to meet
many fellow comrades,

hr, Bossiter zocs on to describe firther battles that Private Barker took part in, 15th, Sep. 1944 crossing the Marano
Fiver to San Maring heavy mortar and shell fire, driven back by machine gun fire and shelling. The regiment had
approximately 100 casualties, Allied air support was called in and bombers attacked the village, San Fortunato Ridge
and San Lorenzo in Monte on the 19" Sep. night attack Faced heavy machine gun fre. Tank position was laken. The
regiment suffered 145 casualfies, Oct 14%, 44 attack across Savio River, Heavy rains twrned the arca into mud, The
river was ice cold and chest deep with heavy defenses (machineg gun, mortar's, shelling and counters attacks). The river
was bridged on Oct 23™, and Food and ammao amived. On Oct 25", heavy rains washed out all of the regiment's
beidzes, Gghting continued to et 290, Seaforth's moved to Riccione for rest and rebuilding. On Dec. 10", the
regiment attacked and established a bridgehead. Sealorths moved on and on Dec 14", 44, moved Lo cross the Naviglio
Fiver. Seaforths moved fo attack again on December 21 to clear a path to the Senio River. When this action was over,
a slatic fromt was sstablished, and due to extreme cold and heavy concentration of enemy. The 15t and Sth Canadian
Divisions move (0 Europe. The move was made, and it was determined Holland would be the next objective.



The Seaforths moved into the Reichswald forest in Germany on Apr 3™, 1945, Then on to Cleve and Emmerich on
their way to across the ssel River in Holland. The Regiment crossed the river in 40 ton eraft called Buftalo, under
cover of a smoke sereen that the Germans had confused for fog. This took the Germans by surprise and the Scaforths
reached the shore before the shelling and mortar [ive could begin, but begin it did, one shell landed on the far east side
al the river while an Anti Tank Platoon was loading a buffalo, three men were heavily wounded, A platoon from D
company came under heavy machine gun fire, and a number were wounded. This action took place Apnl 11th, 1945,
and 1t 15 very certain that this 15 where George William Barker had died.

On Wednesday, April 11th, 1943, a soldier in the 15t Battalion stationed in the Metherlands, wrote in a war diarv of C
Company being sent forward to investigate a bridee leading into & nearby town. The company had spotted two
Germans at the bottom of the bridge, fired upon them and then withdrew, Few other accounts of battles on April 11th
19435 are written,

Cioorge William Barker had made it through all these months, never secing home and fought in his final battle in April,
19445, almost an entire year fiom when he first arived with the infantry wnit in Italy.

Private George William Barker was likely a defermined Canadian soldicr who made all of his best efforts to stay alive,
but yet through his lengthy journcy in Europe, he was defeated and never came to sce home or family again, I'm sure
many of us are tanght that any man or woman that serves their country 18 a hero in such a way that they protect their
present and build our futwee, When such a person is killed, those left behind are the ones that must make sure that they
arg not forgotten, Thanks to veterans like Mr, Rossiter, Private George William Barkeer is still remembered,

Az T read through the many historie website accounts of the Liberation of Holland, documents like "A soldiers diary of
Ciperation Plunder Apnl 1945", and Mr. Rossiter's notes, T can’t help but feel a deep respect, swonder and admiration of
Private George William Barker. He enlisted in the Anny to fight in a war in 1943 where there were news accounts of
horrific battles and mounting casualties. Yet hs joined to serve and knew that the risk was great that he might not
return fo his home to enjoy a life of freedom away from the war.

Mo matter the risk. or the thought that he might nod return 1o just a normal hife, Private Barker, hke so many voung
men during this war, enlisted anvway. From July of 1943 until his tragic death under enemy fire in Apnl of 1943, he
must have known that the end could come al any moment, in any batile, or that he might not ses his family again. T can
only try to imagine how Private Barker must have deall with the constant feelings of fallen comrades, fnght,
confusion, and the gore of long battles. Yel through all that came at Barker, he trudged on, never giving up, until his
[inal resting at the fjssel River, here. in the Netherdands.

Such determination and bravery can earn any soldier the name of a hero, be they living or dead, 1 sonsider Private
Barker as one of these soldiers. A forgotten soldier, maybe, but always a remembered hero,

Private Barker came from Edmaonton Alberta, where I go to school and live. | have most likely been to many of the
same places that Private Barker has been to in Edmonton, playing along the river, walking along the many walking
paths, picnics in the parks, and chesring for the Hometown team Edmonton Eskimos.

Cn Bemembrance Day, our family honours the servies of my Great Grandfather whoe fought in France during the First
World War and my Grandfather who helped defend Canada’s home front during the Second World War, We also pay
tributs o all those who have sserificed their lives so that othars could live free. T will add another name o hold close,
that of Private George William Barker, killed in action Aprl 11th 1945, at the ljssel River in Holland, serving to help
liberate the people of the Netherlands.

[ hope to find a living relative and pass this story on, until then [ will not forget his service and sacrifice and T waill
remain his voics so that others can learn what [ have lsamed.

I hope that in my life I can display the courage of a seldier like George William Barker. His hearl, s convictions,
these can be remembered and understood through hiz actions on the battlefeeld. This iz why those who died in war
musl pever be lorgollen, or whe's time in life should never be taken for granted. So whether by service number, by
name, or lor so few by memory, George William Barer will be remembered, and we will always be thankiul.

Jeff Whalen - Youth Delepate
B0 Anniversary Netherlands Pilerimage
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